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Safety ConCernS Cloud Hewlett

by Rachel Miller
Amanda Allen Kershaw: a 34-year-

old photographer known by her friends as 
“the best of humans.” Nicholas D. Walrath: 
a 31-year-old lawyer with a passion in life 
to help others. Vanessa Plotkin: a 21-year-
old student at the University of California, 
Berkeley who worked for the campus 
radio station in the music department. 
Travis Hough: a 35-year-old educator at 
two elementary schools who specialized 
in psychological counseling. Michela 
Angelina Gregory: a 20-year-old studying 
communication disorders at San Francisco 
State University, with dreams of pursuing 
a career in helping children with special 
needs. Draven McGill: a 17-year-old high 
school junior, a baritone in the school choir 
and son of a deputy in the Alameda County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

All of these young lives were among 
those that were tragically cut short on 
Friday, Dec. 2 when a fire blazed through 
a warehouse known as the Ghost Ship 
in Oakland, California. The Ghost Ship 
was both a home and performance space 
and known as a safe space for the LG-
BTQ community. As the deadliest fire in 
Oakland’s history and one of the worst in 
California’s history, the tragedy claimed 
the lives of 36 people. 

The building that has been known as 
the Ghost Ship was converted from an old 
warehouse into an arts space. At the time of 
the fire, the venue was hosting an electric 
dance party, where popular DJ Golden 
Donna was expected to perform. The fire 
ignited around 11:30 p.m. At least three 

dozen people have been reported deceased, 
and since the entire building has not yet 
been scoured, the death toll is expected to 
rise. Rescue workers have been working 
tirelessly, but since the condition of the 
building is not stable, it was too dangerous 
to send in firefighters and rescue workers in 
the days following the fire. Late on Sunday, 
Dec. 4, workers had to halt the rescue effort 
after a straight 52 hours of heroic work. 

   
 The building had long been a 
concern of safety, as it had previously 
been questioned as to whether or not the 
warehouse was up to standards. In 2014, 
the building was reported to a fire marshal 
because it was feared that the building 
was vulnerable to fire. The current lease-
holder of the building, Derick Ion Almena, 
received a citation in November, which 
claimed the building had hazardous trash 
and debris surrounding it. On Nov. 13, 
it was reported to the city that there was 
unpermitted interior construction inside 
of the building. The city of Oakland had 
sent an investigator to the property on Nov. 
17, shortly before the fire. That day, the 
inspector was not able to gain access to 

fire rageS tHrougH wareHouSe
the building and was unable to confirm the 
complaint of illegal construction, therefore 
the investigation was left open. 

While the building had safety con-
cerns, the people inside the building felt 
safe with their close friends, whom they 
considered family and shared a deep pas-
sion for the arts with. 

“Although the building itself was not 
physically safe, the community of beauti-
ful people felt safe with each other,” Jack 
Bohlka, father of 33-year-old fire victim 
Em Bohlka, said. 

Since the fire, Oakland Mayor Libby 
Shaaf has pledged $1.7 million to create 
“affordable, safe spaces” for community 
artists and arts organizations. This new 
initiative will be called Keeping Space - 
Oakland. 

“The arts are at the center of vibrant 
and diverse communities, and are critical 
to neighborhood health and well-being, 
yet artists and cultural organizations are 
increasingly vulnerable to instability and 
displacement,” Mayor Shaaf said. 

President Obama released an official 
statement in wake of the fatal fire.

“...We do know that an American 
community has been devastated, and many 
people - including young men and women 
with their whole futures ahead of them - 
have tragically lost their lives,” Obama 
said. “Oakland is one of the most diverse 
and creative cities in our country, and as 
families and residents pull together in 
wake of this awful tragedy, they will have 
the unwavering support of the American 
people.”

by Samantha Stern
In a span of two weeks, G. W Hewlett 

High School experienced an intrusion, van-
dalism and a bomb threat that inspired fear 
in students, parents and faculty. Even though 
students and faculty were in no imminent 
danger, some students have expressed nervous-
ness and fear regarding the safety of the school 
environment. 

On Monday, Nov. 14 in the early morn-
ing around 5:20 a.m., an intruder entered the 
high school through an upstairs window. The 
unnamed man walked through the art and Eng-
lish wings of the building and wrote “art” on 
one of the art boards. He continued downstairs 
into the social studies wing of the school, look-
ing around at the walls. When he approached 
the Virtual Enterprise class’ bulletin board with 
photographs of the class’ officers, he wrote on 
the board. His message read: “No 1 is black.” 
He also drew an arrow pointing to one of the 
student officers. 

The head custodian, who arrives at 
school early to prepare the building for the 
day, encountered the man. After seeing the 
custodian, the man left the building and was 
subsequently caught and arrested by the local 
police just 23 minutes after the break-in.

By the time the students began to ar-
rive at the school at 7:00 a.m., the man had 
been taken into custody and the building was 
deemed safe for students. The message was still 

scribbled across the Virtual Enterprise bulletin 
board as students went to their first and second 
period classes, but it was later covered up and 
removed. With rumors of an intrusion circling 
the building, administration sent out emails to 
district faculty and parents to inform them of 
the morning’s events. 

Later in the week, on Nov. 18, another 
incident prompted administrative response. 
A swastika was found faintly etched into the 
front of the stall in the upstairs men’s faculty 
bathroom. After a faculty member reported the 
swastika, the administration spoke with other 
teachers to gather more information. A few 
staff members reported that the swastika had 
been there for some time. As a result, the ad-
ministration carefully reviewed all of the video 
recording up to six weeks prior. Although the 
investigation ended inconclusive, the adminis-
tration assured the district that they do not and 
will not condone such activity. 

“Symbols of hate have no place in our 
society, and acts such as this run counter to the 
values we seek to instill in our students,” the 
high school’s email said.

A few days later, on Nov. 21, another 
safety concern appeared. The school alerted the 
district at 6:26 a.m. of a message from the Nas-
sau County Police Department. Late the prior 
night, the NCPD received a message “from an 
individual who claims he heard an unidentified 
male say he ‘put bombs in every school in 

Nassau and set them to go off’” the next day, 
Nov. 21, according to the email. Since the threat 
was both unspecific and unconfirmed, school 
resumed as planned, but some students opted 
to stay at home. Other students were nervous 
about the bomb threat, but ultimately decided 
that the school was safe to attend. 

“I felt initially nervous but I was okay 
because it was a threat for every school on 
Long Island,” Michael Shapira ‘17 said. “When 
I got to school the atmosphere was warm and 
accepting and everyone seemed okay with 
the threat.”

Some students were not frightened by 
the bomb threat, confident in the administra-
tion’s ability to ensure the safety of the building. 

“Hewlett High School is a very safe 
place,” Danny Mizrahi ‘17 said in response 
to the bomb threat. “I completely believe in 
Dr. Fulton’s ability to keep us safe and secure 
within the confines of Hewlett High School.” 

About two hours after the initial email, 
at around 9:00 a.m., Superintendent Dr. Ralph 
Marino sent an email to update the district. 

“Please know that our buildings have 
been thoroughly checked for any suspicious 
packages and activity,” Marino said. 

While three separate incidents invoked 
both fear and angst within the community, the 
district was quick to respond, inform the com-
munity and ensure the safety of all students 
and faculty. 
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The atrocious acts of 
anti-semitic vandalism which 
have recently stricken this com-
munity have shocked many 
people into an awareness of 

the hatred from which we are 
often sheltered. Who could 
have committed such acts? 
And why?

HEWLETT HIGH SCHOOL IS NOT FREE FROM HATRED
There are no easy an-

swers. Some people have said 
that the graffiti that defaced 
Hewlett High School was mo-
tivated by a personal vendetta 
against an administrator. Others 
have shrugged it off as a cruel 
prank. Many believe it was eth-
nocentric in nature. Whatever 
else it was, the vandalism was 
an act of hatred. It was more 
than a fisplay of anger towards 

one person; it revealed a total 
lack of respect for our school 
and for an entire culture as well. 

The fact that this was 
probably the act of student, 
forces us to realize that the edu-
cation we receive at home and 
in school is not always enough 
to counteract certain behavior. 
It is not easy to teach toler-
ance or respect for people and 
property. Parents and teachers 

who took the time to discuss the 
vandalism with students should 
be commended. 

Some people might agree 
that incidents of hatred and 
prejudice should be kept quiet 
because they fear that publicity 
may discourage such behavior. 
These people have a right to 
complain necessarily high-
lighted. However, we cannot 
ignore the reality that the hatred 

from which we all thought we 
were free in the Five Towns 
still exists among us. Nor can 
we suppress our reactions for 
fear of exposing ourselves to 
further attacks.

The Spectrum con-
demns the actions taken by the 
vandals; it is our hope that they 
will be caught and receive the 
full legal punishment for their 
crime.

RICK ROYALS, 
Co-faculty Adviser 

rroyals@hewlett-woodmere.net

ROSEMARIE SCALFANI, 
Co-faculty Adviser 

rscalfani@hewlett-woodmere.net

editorial

BUT TIME DOESN’T HEAL ALL WOUNDS...
While reading the above 

article, it may appear to be a 
recount of the vandalism on the 
Virtual Enterprise bulletin board 
and the etching of a swastika 

on a faculty bathroom - events 
that scoured the high school 
building just a few weeks ago. 
In actuality, the above editorial 
was first printed in a 1989 issue 
of Spectrum. Surprised?

After sifting through past 
Spectrum articles a few weeks 
prior to the two incidents, we 
happened to come across this 
one powerful piece. While ini-
tially reading this, the events that 
occurred in the 1989 piece seem 
very distant to us. Vandalism 
did not seem to be an issue that 
would occur today, definitely 
not in Hewlett High School. It 
was quickly deemed as an issue 

of the past, one that would never 
resurface today. To us, 1989 was 
so long ago, and the world was 
drastically different: the Soviet 
Union still existed, the first Bush 
was President of the United 
States and the two nations 
were embroiled in the Cold 
War. This is why were were 
all taken aback by the counts 
of vandalism that occurred 
more than twenty-five years 
after this editorial was initially 
printed. The notion of racial 
and anti-semitic discrimination 
being obsolete in Hewlett High 
School was quickly suppressed.

Why should the students 
and faculty of G.W. Hewlett 
High School face such ha-
tred and vandalism within the 
school? Within those twenty-
five years, it can be argued that 
the students of Hewlett High 
School, along with the world, 
have become become increas-

ingly more tolerant.  As our 
school’s tolerance has grown, so 
has the diversity in the building. 
In today’s day in age, it is not 
rare to see students of different 
ages, ethnicities and races walk-
ing together in the hallways. 

“With our student body, 
if you think about it, we are 
a mix like no other on Long 
Island,” high school Principal 
Theodore Fulton said. “I’ve 
been an administrator in mul-
tiple districts. We didn’t have 
anywhere close to the diversity 
we have here religiously, eco-
nomically or ethnically, but yet 
we had more discipline issues 
and concerns based off of those 
issues. So here we have a greater 
variety, greater diversity and less 
issues.”

So, why is this intoler-
ance still taking place in our dis-
trict today, in 2016? Shouldn’t 
these feelings of hatred decrease 

with the growing diversity? 
Some people would simply 
claim that intolerance will never 
extinguish - there will always 
be hate in the world. To us, it is 
simply unacceptable to accept 
this fact. It is unacceptable to 
tolerate this hatred just because 
it is still present in the world. 
Now, we are not naive enough 
to believe that Hewlett High 
School could be a utopian com-
munity free of any animosity. 
But, we do believe, along with 
Dr. Fulton, that we should never 
stop trying to dwindle the hatred 
when it arises.

“You never stop because 
the second that people feel com-
fortable and the second that peo-
ple feel the problem is solved 
is when people relax,” Fulton 
said. “You never want to relax 
when it comes to anti-semitism; 
you never want to relax when 
it comes to protecting people’s 

ethnicity and religious diversity 
and socioeconomic status.”

The Hewlett-Woodmere 
community is acting on this 
“never-stop” mindset by imple-
menting multiple programs in 
hopes to increasing diversity 
acceptance. The Youth Leader-
ship Forum is hosting a World 
Cafe where the topic of racial 
diversity will be discussed, the 
YLF and Straight to Equality 
Club are sending students to 
a Human Rights conference 
at Adelphi University and the 
Multicultural Club is hosting 
its annual Multicultural Night.

Hewlett High School 
should be a place where stu-
dents can learn and interact 
without any fear of intolerance 
based on any standards. Spec-
trum condemns the acts of van-
dalism and any form of hatred 
within the Hewlett-Woodmere 
community and beyond.

editorial
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Get Ready FoR Kanye 2020
by Daniel Kostovetsky

It happened.
If I were you, I would stop and take 

it all in. This is history in the making. 
Countless books will 
be written about it. 
You will tell your 
grandchildren sto-
ries about it. Future 
high school students 
will be lectured and 
tested about it. In 
the most despicable, 
dirty and controver-

sial election cycle in history, America 
was presented a choice between an un-

qualified and a 
highly corrupt 
candidate, and 
we picked the 
unqualified one 

(even if you support them politically, 
there is no escaping who they are per-
sonally).

Trump’s shocking upset left count-
less questions in its wake. How did he 
win? What does his victory reveal about 
America’s values and election process? 
What changes will the next four years 
bring? Will there be a zombie apoca-
lypse? But what concerns me most about 
the outcome of 2016 is its implication for 
2020 and future presidential elections. 

Trump demonstrated that the Of-
fice of the Presidency can be attained 
without the necessary character, behavior 
or qualifications; he exposed a vital flaw 
in our parties’ nomination processes; 
and, no doubt, he emboldened other 
celebrities to attempt a duplication of 
his unimaginable feat. So for those of 

you joking about “Kanye 2020,” a word 
of caution: your laughter might one day 
turn into hysteria.

Trump’s victory in the general 
election can be attributed to a myriad of 
explanations: Clinton’s corruption, the 
Silent Majority, you name it. But let us 
go back and analyze his victory in the 
primary, because, after all, even the most 
incompetent candidate has a legitimate 

chance of becoming President after at-
taining the nomination and support of the 
Republican or Democratic Party. The pri-
mary is a radically different environment 
from the general election: in a crowded 
field, differentiation is crucial and nearly 
all publicity is good publicity (think col-
lege admissions: approximately 1 in 20 
applicants are accepted to Stanford, just 
like 1 of 20 Republicans was nominated 
for President). Trump exploited an un-
tapped niche of the Republican party; 
his celebrity and “Washington outsider” 
status, demagoguery, raucous rhetoric 
(that is a euphemism) and unconventional 
ideology (another euphemism) set him 
apart; and while 65 percent of the party 
despised him, 35 percent were infatuated 
with him, and that proved to be enough.

Its unlikely some “Trump clone” 
takes a crack at the Republican nomina-
tion over the next few election cycles 
(unless Trump has managed to alter the 
GOP’s fundamental principles – that 
remains to be seen), but the Democratic 

party is ripe for a Trump-esque populist 
abduction following the defeat of Hill-
ary Clinton, who to many symbolized 
the “evil establishment” and all its cor-
ruption. It just so happens that the vast 
majority of celebrities are liberal, many 
are considering a political career and 
few are less inexperienced, unqualified, 
or radical than Trump. For instance, 
take Tom Cruise, a scientologist; Sean 
Penn, who praised Venezuelan socialist 
dictator Hugo Chávez as “a friend I was 
blessed to have;” and of course, Kanye 
West, who has repeatedly declared his 
intention to make a Presidential bid, and 
who named his daughter North West and 
called himself “God’s Vessel” (we also 
shouldn’t forget Tom Brady, who, not 
yet even a politician, was already disci-
plined for cheating, lying and obstruction 
of justice). These are just a few among 
countless celebrities who have the po-
tential to devastate the Democratic Party 
and the United States. We cannot allow 
any of them to ever become a nominated 
candidate for Leader of the Free World. 
Even if the Trump administration is mi-
raculously successful, it is dangerously 

foolish to believe a Dwayne “the Rock” 
Johnson, Katy Perry or Kanye West ad-
ministration will fare equally well.

Our primary election systems are 

in desperate need of reform. Unfortu-
nately, mass media has exaggerated 
the power in “star power,” and curbing 
populism is no easy task. But solutions 

do exist. For instance, there is elimina-
tion: after the first primary, all but the 
top five candidates are removed from the 
ballot and disinvited from debates. Then, 
after each consecutive primary, one more 
candidate is removed until two remain. 
The point is to rapidly thin the field, 
focus attention on major candidates, 
and ultimately force a coalescence of the 
anti-populist 65 percent of a party around 
one person. In last year’s Republican pri-
mary, this would have left either Marco 
Rubio or Ted Cruz alone against Trump 
by Super Tuesday, likely nipping Trump’s 
train-wreck-of-a-campaign in the bud. 

Sometime over the next few years, 
leading Republicans and Democrats must 
establish some safeguard - whether it be 
elimination or superdelegates - against 
celebrities’ out-of-control-publicity-
stunt campaigns. Trump has opened the 
floodgates, and we must act to ensure the 
debacle that was the 2016 election cycle 
(as well as the debacle that may be the 
45th Presidency) remains the exception, 
not the norm.

by Renee Nakkab
As November comes around, a 

joyously festive vibe begins to en-
g u l f  t he  world 
and with in the 
blink of an eye, 
the holiday sea-
son has arrived. 
If you cannot feel 
the holiday sea-
son i n  t he  a i r, 
you  ca n  u nde -
niably see it on 

the streets. Stroll down 34th street in 
Manhattan and admire the incredible 
holiday-themed store windows or down 

your very own 
street and mar-
vel at the f lash-
ing Christmas 
lights or spar-

kling menorahs. These constant re-
minders of the holiday season encour-
ages people to jump out of their normal 
routine: to eat more, shop more, and 
spread the holiday cheer. Perhaps this 
year, we should channel our urge for 
overindulgence in a more altruistic 
way by helping the people around us 
who are less fortunate. 

People are statistically more joy-
ous during the holidays. Gallup’s U.S. 
Mood Index found that Thanksgiving 
and Christmas are two of the “happi-
est” days of the year. In 2013, 70 per-
cent of respondents claimed that they 
felt “a lot of happiness and minimal 
stress” during this time of year, which 
dramatically differs from the average 
day, when only 48 percent of applicants 
feel this way. What about this time of 

year creates such an infectious joy? 
The American Time Use Survey found 
that eating, socializing, shopping, and 
decorating were the main causes of 

holiday glee. Unfortunately, people 
often celebrate too much.

There is nothing more synony-
mous with the holidays than lavish 
family dinners, feasts and parties. And 
unsurprisingly, the weight of the entire 
United States population increases by 
0.4 percent between the months of De-
cember and January, according to Dr. 
Andreas Eenfeldt and the New England 
Journal of Medicine. We like to stuff 
our faces full and then trudge over 

to the couch to watch some football: 
it’s an American tradition. Unfortu-
nately, our conspicuous consumption 

SpRead the holiday CheeR
is wasteful. According to federal data, 
the American population throws away 
about $165 billion worth of uneaten 
food every year. Of that immense 
amount, $293 million alone comes 
f rom Than ksgiv ing d inners.  How 
about, instead of letting perfectly good 
food go to waste, sending it to feed the 
less fortunate? Over a million people 
in the U.S. alone are barely surviving 
on stale pieces of bread and some bland 
broth in homeless shelters. Receiving 
the leftovers of a home-cooked family 
meal would be their equivalent to win-
ning the lottery. 

Shopping is also at an all-time 
high during the holiday season. Ac-
cording to Statistica’s 2013 survey, 
the U.S. retail industry generated more 
than $3 trillion in revenue from No-
vember through January. In fact, 19.2 
percent of total retail sales come from 
the holiday season. This year, Gallup 
polls predict the average person will 
spend $830 on holiday shopping, with 
30 percent planning to spend more 
than $1,000. If people are willing to 
cough up hundreds or thousands of 
dollars to upgrade their wardrobe and 
find presents for the whole family, an 
extra toy or can of soup for the needy 
will not break the bank, but can make 
one more person’s holiday season that 
much merrier.       

Donating food, money or toys is 
not the only thing we can do to give 
back to our communities. Many shel-
ters are looking for people to volunteer 
their time and expertise. If you think 
about it, running from store to store, 
trying to f ish out decorations from 

the attic, and hanging them up takes 
up hours and hours of your life. In the 
same holiday spirit, people should try 
and spare an hour to helping out at a 
shelter to help those less fortunate.

It is not hard to get started. Many 
websites offer resources to help you 
find local volunteer work, listing chari-
ties who are looking for donations and 
volunteers. Charity Navigator is just 

one of these many websites. This site 
gives you the ability to search through 
all sorts of charities, and includes in-
depth statistics, information and even 
grades, so you can find the organiza-
tion right for you and contact it to learn 
how you can help. 

The holiday season has its pros 
and cons, but it is no doubt a unique, 
magical, and inspiring time of year. 
Help make this holiday season all 
the more special. From donating a 
can of soup to an hour of your time, 
any generosity you can spare will not 
go unappreciated or unnoticed. Your 
kindness will make the recipient’s 
holiday season, as well as your own, a 
little more festive.

kostovetsky’s 
krystal ball

nakkab knocks 
it out

So for those of you joking about 
“Kanye 2020,” a word of cau-
tion: your laughter might one 

day turn into hysteria.

...the Democratic party is ripe 
for a Trump-esque populist ab-
duction following the defeat of 
Hillary Clinton, who to many 
symbolized the “evil establish-
ment” and all its corruption.

...Even if the Trump adminis-
tration is miraculously success-
ful, it is dangerously foolish to 
believe a Dwayne “the Rock” 
Johnson, Katy Perry or Kanye 
West administration will fare-

equally well.

...the weight of the entire 
United States population in-
creases by 0.4 percent between 
the months of December and 

January.

...If people are willing to cough 
up hundreds or thousands of 
dollars to upgrade their ward-
robe and find presents for the 
whole family, an extra toy or 
can of soup for the needy will 
not break the bank, but can 
make one more person’s holi-
day season that much merrier.    

People are statistically more 
joyous during the holidays. 
In 2013, 70 percent of respon-
dents claimed that they felt 
“a lot of happiness and mini-
mal stress” during this time 
of year, which dramatically 
differs from the average day, 
when only 48 percent of ap-

plicants feel this way. 
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Make Marijuana LegaL again
by Chloe Van Steertegem

This past November, five states 
voted to legalize recreational marijuana, 
while another four approved the sub-
stance for medical uses. On a national 
level, however, marijuana is considered 
an illegal, schedule 1 substance (mean-
ing it has a “high potential for abuse” and 
“no currently accepted medical treat-
ment use”) and is a dangerous “gateway” 
drug that breeds addiction to heroin and 
cocaine. Misinformation about the sub-
stance is rampant throughout the coun-
try, visible in many of the statements 
made by anti-legalization politicians, 
who cite pseudoscientific “studies” in 
order to support their beliefs. It has 
been scientifically proven, however, that 
marijuana has the potential to reduce the 
symptoms of various physical health 
problems and alleviate mental conditions 
such as anxiety and depression. The 
stigmatization of marijuana in America 
is mainly rooted in popular misinforma-
tion, and prevents those who can benefit 
from the drug from being able to obtain 
it. Legalization of the substance would 
benefit our society in a myriad of ways.

Marijuana became popular in 
the United States in the 1920’s, during 
Prohibition. This is when it was first 
used not just for medical purposes, but 
recreationally as a substitute for alcohol. 
In the 1930s, the U.S. Federal Bureau of 
Narcotics worked to portray marijuana 
as a dangerous drug that would lead to 
other addictions, introducing the now-
popular term “gateway drug.” Though 
the Bureau lacked substantial scientific 
evidence to support these claims, they 
quickly took root in American society. 

This eventually led to marijuana’s im-
proper classification as a schedule 1 
substance in the 1970’s.

The unfavorable image sur-
rounding marijuana has largely 
prevented statewide legalization. 
Politicians with an anti-marijuana 

agenda often cite sources 
t h a t give “scientific evi-

d e nc e”  a s  t o 
w h y the dr ug 
shou ld 
r e m a i n 
h a r s h l y 
scheduled 
and illegal. 
For example, 
former U.S. At-

t o r -

ney and 
C o l o r a d o 
Attorney General 
John Suthers 
recently spoke 
out  about  t he lega l i za t ion of 
marijuana in his state.

“The problem with the leap 
to legalization is the message it 
sends to young people in terms of 
their perception of risk,” Suthers said. 
“That’s what’s caused the dramatic in-
crease in youth use in Colorado.” This 
statement, however, is inaccurate. The 
rate of youth who smoke in Colorado 
has remained almost completely con-
stant from 2013 to 2016. Instances like 
this one, where politicians perpetuate 
falsehoods regarding marijuana, happen 

quite frequently. 
With marijuana still illegal, it 

has the potential to be used as a tool 
of oppression by police officers who 
impose punishments of different sever-
ity based on the race of the offender. 
Though black and white people smoke 
m a r i j u a n a  a t around the 
same rate, black people are 

arrested dis- proportion-
a t e l y m o r e  t h a n 

white people. 
In some states 

such as Penn-
sylvania , New 

York, Wisconsin, 
Kansas and Iowa, 

black people are ar-
r e s t e d 

f o r 
mar ijuana 

abuse at six times 
the rate of white people. 

Especially consid-
ering the fact that 

black people on ly  ma ke up 13 
percent of the population, this statistic 

indicates that the ways 
the U.S. government 

deals with marijuana are ineffective and 
quite problematic. 

Marijuana, contrary to popular 
beliefs, actually has the ability to help 
those combatting drug addiction to stay 
sober. Dr. Gary Witman, a doctor at a 
Massachusetts Canna Care clinic (which 
specializes in medical marijuana treat-
ments), recounted how he prescribed 
marijuana to 80 patients addicted to 

opioids or muscle relaxers, and more 
than three-quarters of them stopped 
using after just a month. Many people 
become highly addicted to opioids in 
order to manage symptoms like anxiety 
or chronic pain; marijuana provides a 
safer alternative. Furthermore, for many 
addicts who are struggling through 
withdrawal symptoms, marijuana can 
weakly replicate their desired “rush,” 
reduce or eliminate discomfort, and help 
them transition away from hard drugs. 
Much of the stigma in American society 
surrounding marijuana may be prevent-
ing people who could benefit from the 
substance from obtaining it.

Marijuana will still be stigmatized 
in America as long as it remains ille-
gal. If substances as deadly as tobacco 
and alcohol remain legal and available 
to the majority of the general public, 
marijuana, a plant that has been found to 
help people in a myriad of ways, should 
be legal as well. Alcohol is attributed 
to violent and reckless behavior as well 
as 37,000 deaths each year; it can dam-
age the brain significantly and has been 
linked to cancer. Marijuana is not at-
tributed to any behavioral issues, seldom 
causes overdose, is far less addictive, is 
not directly linked to cancer, and may 
even have neuroprotective properties. 
And yet, in American society, alcohol 
is seen as a fun and appealing drink 
that completes any social event, while 
marijuana is a dangerous and addictive 
drug that leads to harder drug use and 
can destroy the body. The stigmatization 
of marijuana must end, and the first step 
toward achieving this is a nationwide 
legalization.

Breaking the gLass CeiLing

Art by Aimee Ding

Art by Anonymous
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President-elect trumP Fills uP His cabinet

trumP triumPHs in 2016 election; clinton concedes

by Tyler Layne
It has been over a month since Re-

publican candidate, Donald J. Trump, has 
been elected the 45th President of the United 
States. Now that the initial shock has passed, 
Americans are focusing on what Trump’s 
presidency will be like. Trump has already 
announced a couple of his Cabinet choices, 
which has led to mixed reactions. Trump’s 
Cabinet appointments, however, are not 
final - they still need to be approved by the 
Senate.

Perhaps the highest position is Sec-
retary of State, in which Trump nominated 
ex-Exxon Mobil CEO Rex W. Tillerson. 
Contenders for the high position included 
Former Ambassador John Bolton, Sena-
tor Bob Corker, Former Massachusetts 
Governor Mitt Romney, Retired General 
David Petraeus, Former Utah Governor 
Jon Huntsman and Retired Admiral James 
Stavridis. Trump received harsh criticism 
for his nomination of Tillerson because of 
Tillerson’s ties to Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin. Tillerson’s relations with Putin 
may hamper or even prevent his confirma-
tion by the Senate.

On Nov. 18, Trump announced Sena-
tor Jeff Sessions as Attorney General. Ses-
sions is a four-term Senator who has long 
been a Trump supporter. His hearing in the 
Senate will begin in January. Sessions is 
said to be one of Trump’s most conserva-
tive picks.

One of Trump’s most criticized picks 
was Education Secretary Betsy DeVos. De-
Vos was a controversial choice, as she advo-
cates for school choice and charter schools, 
as opposed to public schools. In addition, 

she also is associated with groups that sup-
port the highly-scrutinized Common Core.

Trump also named South Carolina 
Governor Nikki Haley as the U.S. Ambas-
sador to the United Nations. Haley brings 
diversity to Trump’s administration as the 
child of Indian immigrants. 

Longtime Obamacare critic Repre-
sentative Tom Price was offered the position 
of Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices. Additionally, Elaine Chao - who 
previously served as labor secretary 
for former President George W. Bush 
- was named Secretary of Trans-
portation. Trump also named 
Wilbur Ross, billionaire inves-
tor and founder of t h e 
investment firm 
W.L. Ross and 
Co., was named 
S e c r e t a r y  o f 
Commerce. Ross 
recently served 
as Trump’s key 
economic advisor 
during his can-
didacy. General 
James Mattis, who retired from a 41-year 
career in the Marine Corps just three years 
ago, was named Secretary of Defense. He 
recently served as the head of U.S. Central 
Command and had much experience lead-
ing U.S. troops in Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

Other appointments include Dr. Ben 
Carson, retired neurosurgeon and Trump’s 
former rival for the candidacy, as Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development, Gover-
nor John Kelly as Secretary of Department 

of Homeland Security, Republican National 
Committee chairman Reince Priebus as 
Chief of Staff, Linda McMahon, co-founder 
and former CEO of WWE, as Administrator 
of Small Business Administration and Scott 
Pruitt as the Administrator of Environmen-
tal Protection Agency. Additionally, Trump 
named former Texas Governor Rick Perry 

as Energy Secretary, Representa-
tive Ryan Zinke as Interior 
Secretary and Andrew F. Puz-
der, chief executive of CKE 

Restaurants, as Labor Secretary. 
Outside of his Cabinet, 

Trump named Lt. General Michael 
Flynn as the National Security 
Advisor and Representative Mike 

Pompeo as CIA Director. 
Trump also received 

a lot of bad press for 
appointing and con-
versing with  mem-
bers that hold ties to 

Goldman Sachs, a 
relation that Hill-
ary Clinton was 
long-criticized 

about during the election. Trump named 
Steven Munchin, former chief information 
officer at the big bank, as the Secretary of 
Treasury.  

Despite losing the popular vote by 
a large number, Trump was confident he 
was rightfully elected and responded to the 
protests in his name, stating the importance 
of accepting him as the President. 

“In addition to winning the Electoral 
College in a landslide, I won the popular 
vote if you deduct the millions of people 

who voted illegally,” Trump said on Twitter. 
“We’ve had free and fair elections. We’ve 
accepted the outcomes when we may not 
have liked them…”

On Dec. 19, the electoral college 
confirmed Trump’s victory, with Trump 
earning more than the needed 270 votes.

The Green Party’s presidential candi-
date, Jill Stein, initially issued for a recount 
for states such as Wisconsin, Michigan and 
Pennsylvania. Stein believed that the elec-
tronic voting systems were at a risk of being 
hacked in the three states. While Stein’s re-
count idea was very expensive, many of her 
supporters donated to help her reach her $7 
million fundraising goal. As a result, Stein 
and her supporters have raised more than 
$6.9 million for recount efforts in the three 
states. Later, however, Stein announced 
that she would no longer pursue a recount. 
Trump responded to Stein’s actions, stating 
that it was simply a “scam.” 

 Furthermore, Trump drew nega-
tive attention for accepting a phone call 
from the Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen. 
It was the first official contact between the 
United States and Taiwan in 37 years, since 
the U.S. severed ties in 1979 to side with 
China’s “One China” position. Under these 
conditions, the U.S. has not recognized 
Taiwan, as China still believes that Taiwan 
is part of China. 

 Despite these controversies, many 
Americans are hoping for a peaceful transi-
tion of power and a successful next presi-
dency. 

 “We are all rooting for his suc-
cess,” President Obama said. “We all want 
what’s best for our country.” 

by Aditi Dam
On Nov. 8, 2016, one of the na-

tion’s most polarizing elections came to 
a close with Donald J. Trump elected as 
the 45th President of the United States. 
While Hillary Clinton won the popular 
vote with 65,000,000 votes, Trump was 
the victor of the electoral votes. Clinton 
won 232 electoral votes to Trump’s 306 
electoral votes. Since the pre-election 
polls placed Clinton as the clear win-
ner, the outcome of the election shocked 
many.

One major voting group that un-
expectedly helped turn the election was 
African Americans. Although Clinton 
did focus her energy on this group, 
she was not as successful as she had 
planned to be. In the end, Clinton had 
an 80-point advantage over Trump with 
the African American vote, compared to 
Obama’s 91-point lead among African 
Americans during his election. 

Another major group was white, 
non-Hispanics. Trump won this group 
by a 21-percent lead over Clinton. This 
advantage was approximately the same 
as the lead in the 2012 election, in which 
Romney had a 20-percent lead over 
Obama in the white, non-Hispanic vote. 

The female vote was also very 
important. About 54 percent of women 
voted for Clinton, while 42 percent 
voted for Trump. While women clearly 
leaned towards Clinton, a woman, this 
was actually less than Obama’s lead over 
Romney in 2012. For men, 53 percent 
voted for Trump, while 41 percent voted 
for Clinton.

The gateway to the White House, 
however, is not through popular votes, 
but through electoral votes. The magic 

number to win is 270 electoral votes. 
In this way, the candidates must focus 
on the swing states to maximize their 
amount of electoral votes. Forty-eight 
states have the winner-take-all system, 
in which the candidate with the largest 
amount of popular votes in that state 
wins all of the electoral votes. All of 
the swing states use this winner-take-
all system, so the candidates focus on 
gaining the majority in each state to win 
all of the electoral votes.

Key swing states in this election 
included Colorado, Florida, Michigan, 
Iowa, Minnesota, Nevada, New Hamp-
shire, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, Ohio and Wisconsin. Within 
these states, the race was extremely 
close. In Michigan, Trump earned 47.6 
percent of the vote, while Clinton earned 
47.3 percent of the votes. This was sur-
prising to many, as Michigan was per-
ceived as a primarily Democratic state.

Another swing state that had a 
close race was Florida. This state was 
a big win for Trump, with the addition 
of 29 electoral votes. Trump received 
49.1 percent of the Floridian votes and 
Clinton received 47.8 percent. Both the 
Trump and Clinton campaigns focused 
their efforts on Florida. Because of this, 
the results were very close. 

Pennsylvania also played a sig-
nificant role in the election. With a vic-
tory in Pennsylvania, Trump received 
another 20 electoral votes. However, 
there was no doubt that the race in this 
state was competitive. Trump had won 
48.8 percent of the votes while Clinton 
received 47.6 percent of the votes.

Many people throughout the elec-
tion questioned Russia’s possible inter-

ference in the election to help Trump. 
On Friday, Dec. 9, the CIA announced 
that they have concluded that Russian 
hackers worked to help Trump win the 
presidency over Clinton. As a result, 
President Barack Obama recently or-
dered a complete review of Russian 
hacks aiming to inf luence the election. 
Quite expectedly, Trump and his team 
denounced the CIA’s claim.

“I think it’s just another excuse,” 
Trump said. “I don’t believe it.” 

On Sunday, Dec. 11, a bipartisan 
group of four prominent senators said 
that “recent reports of Russian inter-
ference in our election should alarm 
every American.” The group supported 
Obama’s call for an investigation into 
this issue. This group of senators in-
cluded Republicans John McCain and 
Lindsey Graham and Democrats Chuck 
Schumer and Jack Reed. 

“Democrats and Republicans must 
work together, and across the jurisdic-
tional lines of the Congress, to exam-
ine these recent incidents thoroughly 
and devise comprehensive solutions to 
deter and defend against further cyber-
attacks,” McCain, Graham, Schumer 
and Reed said in a statement.

O t h e r  t h a n 
Trump winning the 
presidency, Repub-
licans tr iumphed in 
both the House and 
t he  Senate .  I n  t he 
House of Represen-
tatives, Republicans 
won 239 seats while 
the Democrats won 
194 seats. The Repub-
licans surpassed the 

amount of seats needed for majority, 218. 
In the Senate, the Republican majority is 
rather slim, with the Republicans hold-
ing 52 seats out of the 100 possible seats. 

 After the news was out that 
Clinton had lost to Trump, a wave of 
emotions spread. From happiness and 
joy among the Trump supporters, to 
sadness, fear and shock among Clinton 
supporters. After the election results, a 
series of protests emerged in cities hold-
ing a liberal majority such as New York 
City, Chicago, Atlanta, Dallas, Philadel-
phia and Portland. Many of the angered 
voters used banners that illustrated the 
saying “Not Our President.” 

 Although many were upset with 
the election’s outcome, there is a long-
standing t rad it ion of the peacef ul 
transition of power. This is something 
that President Obama heavily stressed 
after the election, inviting Trump to 
the White House to discuss important 
issues. 

“We have to remember that we’re 
actually all on one team…,” Obama 
said. “We’re not Democrats first, we’re 
not Republicans first, we are Americans 
first. We’re patriots first. We all want 
what’s best for this country.”

Art by Aimee Ding
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by Samantha Stern & Mychael 
Schnell

On Nov. 26, Cuban state television 
announced the death of former Cuban 
leader, Fidel Castro. Castro is known 
for establishing the f irst communist 
state in the Western Hemisphere, Cuba, 
which he led from 1959 to 2008, when 
he handed off his position of power to 
his brother, Raul. Castro was 90 years 
old at the time of his death.

Castro was born on Aug. 13, 1926 
in the eastern Cuban town Biran. On 
July 26, 1953, when Castro was just 26 
years old, he led an uprising against Ful-
gencio Batista, Cuba’s military dictator 
at the time. Castro and his revolution-
aries besieged the Moncada barracks 
in Santiago de Cuba. On Sept. 1, 1953, 
almost two months after the rebellion, 
Castro and 100 of his fellow rebels were 
tried in association with the revolt. 

Ultimately, Castro was granted 
amnesty, and later went into exile in 
Mexico, until he traveled to Cuba where 
he resided for the remainder of his life. 
In 1959, after Castro entered Havana, he 
began the transformation of Cuba, alter-
ing its political, economic and social 
values. On Feb. 13, 1959, Castro became 
the Prime Minister of Cuba, which 
marked the beginning of his long reign. 

In October of 1965, Cuba officially 
became a communist country when 
Castro founded the Cuban Communist 
Party, making himself secretary. On 
Jan. 1, 1976, Castro became President 
of Cuba; this gave him control over the 
country. 

Finally, on Feb. 19, 2008, Castro 
stepped down as President of Cuba and 
left the position to his brother, Raul. 
Even though his reign 
had f inally come 
to an end, the ef-
fects he had on 
Cuba would be 
everlasting.

C a s t r o ’s 
death prompted 
a  b road  spec -
t r u m of  r e a c -
tions around the 
w o r l d .  W h i l e 
some mou r ned 
the death of the 
long-ruling leader, 
many celebrated the 
death of someone they 
heavily feared - espe-
cially in Miami, where 
many Cuban-Americans 
reside.

P r e s i d e n t 
Obama released 
a  s t a t e me nt 
r e g a r d i n g 
C a s t r o ’ s 
d e a t h , 
recogniz-
ing the impact Castro had on so many 
people.

“We know that this moment fills 
Cubans - in Cuba and in the United 
States - with powerful emotions, recall-
ing the countless ways in which Fidel 
Castro altered the course of individual 
lives, families and of the Cuban na-

The World reacTs To The deaTh of casTro

BreakfasT & PoliTics
by Bharvi Chavre

On Wednesday, Nov. 23, students from 
Dr. Christine Abajian’s AP U.S. Government & 
Politics class attended a breakfast at Hofstra Uni-
versity where former Governor Howard Dean 
and political advisor Edward Rollins discussed 
the present state of American politics.

“Students were afforded an incredible 
opportunity to ask two prominent men, Howard 
Dean and Edward Rollins, their views regard-
ing the current political climate, the future of 
democracy, as well as the election results,” Dr. 
Abajian said.

Both Dean and Rol-
lins are Senior Presidential 
fellows at Hofstra and their 
participation in politics has 
left meaningful impacts on 
and in their political parties.

Governor Howard 
Dean MD, a Yale University 
and Albert Einstein Col-
lege of Medicine graduate, 
formerly served as the Governor of Vermont for 
six terms. He was a physician before pursuing 
a career in politics. In 2004, Dean ran to be the 
Democratic nominee for President, ultimately 
losing to John Kerry. Dean also served as the 
former chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee (DNC). As the chairman of the DNC, 
Dean developed contemporary campaign tools 
and helped the Democratic Party make gains in 
both 2006 and 2008. He currently works at an 
international law firm called McKenna Long & 
Aldridge LLP as a strategic advisor and inde-
pendent consultant.

Edward Rollins has a long history within 
politics as well. In 1984, he managed Ronald 
Reagan’s reelection campaign which is consid-
ered as one of the most successful presidential 
campaigns in U.S. history, as Reagan won 49 
out of the 50 states. Rollins played major roles 

in nine other presidential campaigns. Rollins also 
directed the White House Office of Political Af-
fairs and Intergovernmental Affairs for President 
Reagan, and was President Reagan’s Deputy 
of Chief in his second term. Later, he served as 
the Chairman of the National Republican Con-
gressional Committee, the first non-member of 
Congress to do so. In 2010, he was inducted in 
the American Association of Political Consul-
tants Hall of Fame. Rollins is currently a Senior 
Political analyst, and can often be seen on Fox 
News sharing his political commentary.

At the breakfast, Dean 
and Rollins - who are friends 
despite their contrasting po-
litical views - spoke about 
their careers and then opened 
up to questions from the 
students. Much of the discus-
sion also revolved around 
the recent election of Don-
ald Trump, particularly the 
much-scrutinized electoral 

college and the future of the Democratic and 
Republican parties. They spoke in depth about 
polling, and why the polls incorrectly reported 
that Hillary Clinton would be victorious over 
Trump. The duo stressed the importance our 
generation has on the future of politics.

“Conversing with Mr. Rollins and Gover-
nor Dean was such a unique experience,” Aimee 
Ding ’17 said. “Their responses to our questions 
and details of their political experiences offered 
us a glimpse into the issues that are involved in 
our highest forms of government. I think I can 
say on behalf of everyone on our trip that it was 
a great day and a once in a lifetime opportunity.”

The students thoroughly enjoyed the trip 
and were excited to learn about the different 
perspectives on the future of America and its 
democracy, all of which directly ties into the AP 
U.S. Government & Politics course curriculum. 

tion,” Obama said. “History will record 
and judge the enormous impact of this 
singular figure on the people and world 

around him.”
Obama became the first 

sitting U.S. President since 
1928 to visit Cuba when 
he v isited the count r y 
la s t  Ma rch .  Oba ma’s 

goal was to reestab-
lish ties with Cuba, 
which he regards of 
one of his proudest 
achievements of his 
eight year presidency. 

While Obama will not 
attend Castro’s fu-

neral, he plans 
t o  s e n d  a n 

a id .  Ma ny 
A m e r i -
c a n s 
criticized 
O b a m a’s 
statement 
on Castro, 
as Obama 
o f f e r e d 
c o n d o -
lences to 
the Castro 

family and did not mention Castro’s 
human rights abuses during his com-
munist rule.

President-Elect Trump’s reaction 
was drastically different than his prede-
cessor, as he took a harsher tone when 
talking about Castro, holding the com-
munist leader responsible for “firing 

squads, theft, unimaginable suffering, 
poverty and the denial of fundamental 
human rights.” Trump also referred to 
him as a “brutal dictator who oppressed 
his own people for nearly six decades.”

  Many Cuban-Americans were 
quick to celebrate the death of Castro, 
hosting street parties to express their 
happiness over the death of the man 
who, in their words, caused so much suf-
fering for themselves and their families.

“Although the death of a human 
being is rarely cause for celebration, 
it is the symbolic death of the destruc-
tive ideologies that he espoused that, I 
believe, is filing the Cuban exile com-
munity with renewed hope and a relief 
that has long been in coming,” Gloria 
Estefan, a famous Cuban singer, said.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau received harsh backlash from 
both Canadians and Americans for his 
reaction to Castro’s death - especially on 
Twitter where users mocked the Prime 
Minister’s t r ibute with the hashtag 
#TrudeauEulogies. He praised the “re-
markable leader” who was “larger than 
life” and paid tribute to what he called 
Castro’s “tremendous dedication and 
love for the Cuban people who had a 
deep and lasting affection” for him. 
Castro was a friend of Trudeau’s father, 
Pierre, who also served as Canada’s 
prime minister.

While the reaction to the death of 
Castro was definitely mixed and polar-
ized many, one thing remains certain: 
Castro’s rule over Cuba left a vast im-
pact on the nation and the Cuban people.

Courtesy of Christine Abajian

class of ’16 reTurns 
by Bharvi Chavre

On Wednesday, Nov. 23, Hewlett 
High School hosted its annual Alumni 
Return Day. Former students from the 
Class of 2016 were invited back to school 
for a breakfast to see friends and teachers 
and share their experiences from their 
first few months in college. Before the 
breakfast, the former students volun-
teered to work with their school counsel-
ors in a panel presentation. Those alumni 
shared detailed information related to 
the college transition. The counselors 
met with their smaller caseloads for a 
more intimate conversation about this 
anxious period of time. During the panel 
sessions, alumni tried to ease the current 
stress seniors are feeling by ensuring 
them that anxiety-filled and seemingly-
perpetual college process would come 
to an end soon. The seniors received 
valuable advice from their older peers, 
including information about roommates, 
balancing academics and social activi-
ties, and learning to live independently. 

“There was a lot of useful infor-
mation about the colleges and how we 
were forced to take responsibility for our 
education in the future,” Sagar Chinnap-
pala ’17 said.

The seniors were grateful to their 
older peers for the valuable advice.

“I found Alumni Day to be very 
beneficial,” Layla Elkoulily ’17 said. 
“Hearing the perspectives of first year 
college students helped me better under-
stand what going to college is really like. 
Being a first-generation American, my 
knowledge regarding going to college is 
very limited. However, after listening to 
what my former peers had to say, I felt 
like I had a better grasp of what it means 

to attend college.”
Many underclassmen also enjoyed 

seeing their former peers.
“Seeing all of the former seniors 

was great,” Chloe Van Steertegem ’19 
said. “They shared experiences as college 
students and reflected back in their high 
school years. It was really interesting for 
me to listen what they said about being 
a high school student now that they had 
moved to a new phase in life as college 
students. Seeing my friends for the first 
time in a few months was fun too. It’s 
easy to get out of touch after graduation, 
but because of Alumni Day, I was able to 
reconnect with some of my old friends 
and acquaintances.”

 PPS Chairperson Mary Harrison 
organized the event, which she deems to 
be one that is very valuable for seniors, 
the alumni and teachers. 

“Each year the senior class is grate-
ful to learn firsthand information from 
Hewlett alumni,” Ms. Harrison said. 
“It’s also very fun to watch the alumni 
and teachers reconnect over a breakfast 
buffet.”

Members from the Class of 2016 
were equally excited for the annual 
event. 

“I was so excited to come back and 
see all my friends, past teachers and fel-
low alumni,” Chenab Khakh ’16 said. “I 
clearly remember listening to the Class 
of 2015 last year as they tried to ease 
the stress of the college process. It is so 
great to now be in the alumni position, 
offering advice to the current seniors.”

Overall, the students of the Class of 
2016, along with their younger peers and 
former teachers, thoroughly enjoyed the 
successful event.

Art by Gillian Moser
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Stay Safe, BuckeyeS

thankful for Macy’S

a DevaStating craSh

by Pashma Sadiq
On Nov. 24, Macy’s hosted its 90th 

annual Thanksgiving Day parade in New 
York City. The parade has become a national 
tradition that was immortalized by the Christ-
mas classic movie the Miracle on 34th Street. 
The day was filled with both excitement and 
entertainment. The parade included various 
performances, acts, music and extraordinary 
balloons and floats. Every year, millions 
either gather in the chilly November weather 
to watch the parade in person, or tune in live 
on NBC from home. This year marked yet 
another great and remarkable event that was 
enjoyed by many. 

The first Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade took place on Nov. 27, 1924, and 
was only cancelled three times during World 
War II. It was originally named the Macy’s 
Christmas Parade, but has since been changed. 
The NYC spectacle that is now known as the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade is definitely 
one of the city’s most popular events for resi-
dents and tourists alike. Watching the parade 
remains a family tradition for many. 

The big event was scheduled to begin 
at 9 a.m. and lasted for three hours. The 
parade followed a route of almost 2.5 miles 
and featured more than 1,500 dancers and 
cheerleaders, almost 1,000 clowns, about 30 
parade floats, a dozen marching bands and 
about 8,000 participants in total. 

The balloons that tower over the parade 
have long been fan-favorites. These large 
balloons include the Diary of a Wimpy Kid, 
a Pillsbury Doughboy, Pikachu, SpongeBob 
Squarepants, The Elf on the Shelf, Skylanders 
Eruptor, Thomas the Tank Engine, the Red 
Mighty Morphin Power Ranger, Paddington, 
Ronald McDonald, Angry Birds’ Red, Dino, 
Ice Age Scrat & his Acorn, Trolls and Charlie 

Brown.
In addition to the popular balloons, 

there were many different floats. Among 
those included the Big Apple float, Santa’s 
sleigh, Tom Turkey, 1-2-3 Sesame Street, 
Mount Rushmore’s American Pride, Frozen 
Fall Fun, It’s All Rock & Roll, Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles and At the Ball Game. 

The parade also included many per-
formances. Different groups performed to 
cheering crowds, including the Spirit of 
American Cheer, Spirit of American Dance, 
Sayat Nova, National Dance Institute, 
Kilgore Rangerettes and the Tap Dancing 
Christmas Trees. Other famous performers 
that were in the program were Johnnyswim, 
Dimante Eléctrico, the favored Radio City 
Rockettes, the Muppets and Maddie & Tae. 

In addition, famous Broadway perfor-
mances could be seen both live and on the 
television. Musical numbers from popular 
shows such as “School of Rock,” “On 
Your Feet!” and “The Color Purple” were 
performed. 

This year marked parade official and 
executive producer Amy Kule’s fifth parade. 
Kule plays a large role behind the scenes as 
she is in charge of planning and producing 
the entire parade. 

While it is a big production, Kule 
thoroughly enjoys her important job, saying 
her biggest challenge is “continuing to add 
fresh new content” while at the same time 
“keeping traditional elements” of the parade. 

For some families, it is a tradition for 
them to watch the show Thanksgiving morn-
ing and even, sometimes, attend the actual 
parade. Ninety years later, many Americans 
continue to look forward to waking up early 
on Thanksgiving morning to watch one of the 
most famous and exciting parades. 

by Rachel Miller
On Monday, Nov. 28, tragedy struck 

in Colombia when a charter airplane, LaMia 
airlines flight 2933, crashed on a hill near 
Rionegro, Colombia with 77 people on board. 
Seventy-one  people have been reported de-
ceased, while six have survived. The flight 
departed from Bolivia’s Viru Viru International 
Airport in Santa Cruz at 6:18 p.m. local time, 
and was scheduled to arrive in 
Medellin, Colombia.

Many of the passengers 
on the plane included members 
of the Brazilian Chapecoense 
soccer team, who were excit-
edly on their way to compete in 
the Copa Sudamericana finals. 
Among the six survivors were 
three of those soccer players, 
two airplane crew members, 
and one journalist.

Since there was a lack of fire damage 
among the wreckage of the plane, investigators 
began to search for the cause of the tragic crash. 
So far, investigators of the plane crash believe 
that the cause of the calamity was an electrical 
problem. Electrical issues can occur when the 
plane suffers from fuel starvation. Fuel starva-
tion becomes the cause of plane failure when 
the fuel is cut off from the engines, which 
causes the engines to stop working. The cause 
of fuel starvation can be a fuel leak, internal 
icing, failure of the fuel pumps or gauges or an 
error caused by the airplane crew. However, 
it is unclear why the airplane would have run 
out of fuel, since the airport was a mere five 
miles away.

Just before the airplane crashed, a crew 
member onboard told air traffic controllers that 
there was complete electrical failure on the 

plane, and that the plane was out of fuel. Audio 
published in Colombian media also showed fur-
ther evidence that supported the theory that the 
jet was depleted of fuel by the time it crashed. 
It has been confirmed through the black box 
recording that was  recovered from the airplane, 
that a state of emergency was declared on the 
airplane, just minutes before it crashed.

It is also reported that the pilot had asked 
local air traffic controllers for 
permission to land because 
of the electrical failure and 
a lack of fuel. The air traf-
fic controller instructed the 
pilot to land, and the airplane 
lost speed and altitude, just 
around five miles from the 
airport in Medellin. One of 
the survivors, a flight atten-
dant named Ximena Sanchez 

informed rescuers that the plane had 
run out of fuel just moments before the plane 
crashed into a hilltop.

On Wednesday, Dec. 7, Bolivian au-
thorities announced that they detained Gustavo 
Vargas, the chief executive of LaMia airlines. 
Prosecutors from both Colombia and Brazil said 
they are working with the Bolivian authorities 
to determine whether LaMia had appropriate 
licensing and even mentioned the possibility 
of pressing criminal charges against the airline. 

Colombian prosecutor Carlos Jaime 
Taborga said the goal is to determine “who is 
responsible for this tragedy so that they pay 
the price.” 

The devastating crash has left many 
mourning and searching for answers. As the 
investigation progresses and the chilling details 
unravel, many continue to pray for the six sur-
vivors who are still recovering. 

by Coralle Zangi
On Monday, Nov. 28, 2016, 11 people 

were hospitalized after an attack on The 
Ohio State University’s Columbus campus. 
Abdul Tazak Ali Artan, a recent transfer 
student at the university, has been identified 
as the man behind the attack. According to 
Monica Moll, Ohio State Department of 
Public Safety Director, Artan was a Somali 
living in the U.S. as a legal permanent resi-
dent. Artan drove onto the sidewalk on cam-
pus and mowed down a crowd of students. 
He then jumped out of the car and began 
stabbing people with a butcher knife. 

A police officer near the scene 
of the attack arrived at the scene 
within a minute. Within two 
minutes, the police officer 
shot and killed Artan after he 
refused to follow the officer’s 
orders and put down the knife. 
The officer was identified as 
Alan Horujko. Horujko is just 28 
years old and joined the department in Janu-
ary of 2015. The police officer was praised 
for his quick response, which surely saved 
the lives of many. 

Governor John Kasich called the 
work of Horujko and his co-workers “an 
unbelievable, amazing and outstanding and 
heroic performance on the part of our first 
responders.” 

While motive for the attack is still un-
der investigation, there are many questions 
arising about the possibility of terrorism as 
a motive, after a Facebook post in which 
the attacker stated he had grown “sick and 
tired of seeing fellow Muslims killed and 
tortured” was found.

Among the victims, two were stabbed, 

four were hurt by the car, and two others 
were treated for lacerations. The attack 
occurred just as students were returning to 
class after the Thanksgiving holiday, and 
was originally reported as an active shooter 
situation. Officials issued a warning before 
10 a.m., alerting students and staff mem-
bers of an active shooter and encouraging 
them to “run hide fight.” Some students in 
classes piled chairs against a door to block 
the attacker from getting in as they waited 
for information on his movements. 

Law enforcement, including 
heavily armed SWAT teams, as 

well as firefighters and EMT’s 
covered the campus. Jacob 

Bower, a 20-year-old 
Ohio State student, told 
CNN that he saw a man 
with a large knife trying 
to attack people near 

Watts Hall, a science and 
engineering building located 

near the heart of the campus. 
“Luckily there were so many people, 

he couldn’t focus on one target,” Bower 
said. “I didn’t see anyone get stabbed, but 
I saw the police take down the stabber.”

The attack came after a weekend of 
celebration for the Ohio State Buckeyes, 
who defeated their long-standing football 
rivals, the University of Michigan’s Wol-
verines in the annual Thanksgiving-time 
game. On the day of the attack, however, the 
rivalry was put aside to pray for the safety 
of the Ohio State community. 

With a simple yet powerful tweet, 
Michigan’s Athletic Department offered 
support to Ohio State: “Stay safe, Buck-
eyes.”

Art by Gillian Moser

Art by Grace Browse
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Dear Teacher and supporting personnel:  

I am extending a special offer to new patients.  Your dental insurance will 
allow 100% coverage in our office.  Please present this letter to our office 
on the day of  your visit.  

I would like to tell you a little about my background and the services our 
practice offers.  I attended the Baltimore College of  Dental Surgery and 
received post-doctoral residency training at Booth Memorial Hospital.  I 
stay current with the latest advances the dental profession has to offer by 
attending hours of  continuing education classes.  I provide all aspects of  
dental treatment including cosmetic and implant restorations. 

I have been in private practice over 20 years and have treated many of  your 
colleagues.  My staff  and I strive for excellence in dentistry, practice up to 
date sterilization techniques and take pride in the care of  our patients.  We 
provide the following services:

 Bonding & Cosmetic dentistry                 Implants      
  
 Full Mouth reconstruction     Teeth Whitening

       Crown & Bridge procedures           Senior discounts 
 
                                  Morning & Evening appointments
Sincerely, 
Stuart Marks, DDS

       (516) 295 - 1414 
       (516) 374 - 2040 
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Airbnb runs into trouble
by Sulan Pathiranage

Airbnb, the home-renting app that 
has been gaining steam since its launch 
in 2008, has once again found itself the 
subject of divisive headlines as it faces 
growing legal challenges in cities across 
the United States.

Airbnb began as a startup from San 
Francisco after the two founders could 
not pay for their loft. They began renting 
it out short-term as an added source of 
income, and after realizing how successful 
they were, decided to apply it on a larger 
scale. They made a company and named 
it AirBed & Breakfast. The product they 
created allowed people to list their proper-
ties on the website and charge people to 
rent the properties. AirBed & Breakfast 
soon became Airbnb, and it began growing 
quickly. It expanded internationally, and 
won praise as a novel idea.

However, Airbnb has been associ-
ated with rising costs of neighborhoods, 
known as gentrification. Charging lower 
prices than hotels, users would put their 
own property on Airbnb to provide 
cheaper short-term lodging for tourists. 
Unfortunately, the side effects of doing 
so were harmful to residential areas. The 
tourists allowed the landlord to make 
much more money than they would oth-
erwise, and actual residents could not live 
there anymore unless they were willing to 
pay tourist prices, which are higher. One 
such example happened in San Francisco, 
where a landlord kicked a tenant out so 
that they could rent the apartment out on 
Airbnb.

The nature of Airbnb means that 
short-term renters can come and go from 
an area without feeling the repercussions 
of their actions there. This might lead some 

unsavory people to occupy apartments 
and disrupt the lives of nearby residents. 
Neighbors sometimes report Airbnb users 
because the tenants may blare music and 
perform other disruptive activities.

Airbnb hosts have reported coming 
back from vacation only to find their areas 
of residence trashed and destroyed. Some 
hosts have even reported their houses 
being used for illegal operations, such as 
one host who reported that their house 
was used as a brothel. While Airbnb tries 
to reduce the frequency of these issues, 
it is inevitable because it is impossible 
to discern someone’s true intentions over 
the Internet.

On the other hand, Airbnb does pro-
vide some benefits for the hosts. If a person 
struggles to pay off their rent, Airbnb can 
help them find money to pay for the cost of 
rent. Even if that person does not require 
the money, Airbnb can simply help that 
person make extra money, such as if the 
host was leaving the country.

For tourists, Airbnb can add to the 
authenticity of a vacation. At hot tourist 
spots, hotel prices can be very expensive, 
but Airbnb prices usually do not reach 
that same price. Staying at an actual house 
at the location of the trip can deepen the 
understanding of the area. Additionally, 
some people reported feeling more safe 
and comfortable in a house, rather than a 
hotel room. 

For all of its more personal effects, 
Airbnb has also made a splash on the legal 
stage. Due to Airbnb, cities were facing 
lost revenue, since they were not being 
paid the proper hotel taxes. Airbnb hosts 
did not think that they would be considered 
hotels, but city officials insisted, and in 
2010, legislature was passed. New York 

City banned the renting of properties for 
less than 30 days at a time, as did some 
other cities. Other cities, such as New 
Orleans, were more accommodating for 
Airbnb and tried to work out policies that 
benefitted both parties. 

In 2013, an Airbnb host, Nigel War-
ren, was asked to pay $7,000 in fines to 
New York City for using Airbnb. After 
the charges were disputed, Warren was 
asked to pay only $2,400 in fines instead, 
but it was still a hefty amount. Airbnb is-
sued a statement when the outcome of the 
case was released, saying that they were 
disappointed in New York. Airbnb soon 
opened its own case against New York and 
other cities that passed similar laws; they 
claimed it caused damage on Airbnb’s end 
by forcing them to remove some proper-
ties. In December, however, the case was 
settled out of court, and Airbnb dropped 
the charges when New York City said that 
they would not prosecute Airbnb.

Hotel owners also believed that 
Airbnb was harming their businesses. 
Airbnb, as a service, overlaps often with 
hotels by providing similar services, such 
as housing and food, on a much cheaper 
level. With frequent travelers, however, 
Airbnb never caught much traction, and 
the company began working on an over-
haul to increase tourism done with Airbnb. 

Airbnb is truly a unique startup. 
Boutique hotels, or hotels that try to imi-
tate the style of its region, are very similar 
to Airbnb. By providing users with ways 
to make money or enrich their travel ex-
perience, Airbnb profited off of this novel 
idea; however, when it took off, problems 
began emerging. Airbnb remains popular, 
and probably will continue to be as people 
prefer cheap housing arrangements.

snApchAt releAses ‘spectAcles’
eos from a phone camera, recordings 
from Spectacles are circular - when 
you watch them on your phone, they 
appear full-screen, and you can rotate 
your phone to see the rest of the shot. 
Time will tell if this novel video format 
is anything more than a gimmick to 
promote the new sunglasses.

But all  of this tech does not 
come cheap: a pair of Spectacles will 
set you back $130. Still interested? 
Not so fast: you can only buy the new 
devices through custom vending ma-
chines, known as “Snapbots,” that the 
company puts in random cities across 
the United States. A Snapbot only 
stays in one city for a day, and they 
have often been met with long lines of 
eager customers. Snap has also opened 
a temporary pop-up store in New York 
City, open until New Years Eve, hous-
ing a single Snapbot. The store was met 
with long lines that wrapped around 
the block, with hundreds lining up on 
the cold November day for a chance to 
buy the glasses.

If you are not lucky enough to 
find yourself near one of these Snap-
bots, you do not have all that many 
options. The sunglasses currently go 
for upwards of $250 on eBay, although 
some pairs have sold for as much as 
$500.

Snap has yet to announce plans 
for selling the device through more 
traditional means, although one can 
only assume that the Snapbots are a 
marketing ploy that will eventually be 
superseded or complemented by some 
kind of online retail. 

by  Lenny Khazan 
 Since its inception in Septem-

ber of 2011, Snapchat has been at the 
forefront of social media. The app has 
already accrued more than 150 mil-
lion daily active users with more than 
nine thousand snaps being sent every 
second as it replaces Facebook and 
Twitter as the app of choice to keep in 
touch with friends. In 2013, Snapchat 
launched ‘Stories,’ letting users post 
snaps publicly for their friends to see 
for 24 hours, a feature that has since 
been replicated by Instagram and other 
apps that struggle to maintain their 
own influence. In January of 2015, 
the company introduced ‘Discover’ 
to provide advertisers a way to bet-
ter reach a younger target audience. 
Combined with their other monetiza-
tion strategies, including sponsored 
geofilters and lenses, the company is 
projected to earn as much as $1 billion 
in advertising profit by 2017.

But until now, the No. 6 top free 
app on iOS has always been just that: 
an app. That changed in September of 
this year. In a surprise move, the com-
pany announced a significant corporate 
restructuring under which Snapchat 
would be renamed to Snap Inc., which 
the company describes on its new web-
site as simply “a camera company.” 
Snap Inc.  produces two products: 
Snapchat, the ever-popular ephemeral 
messaging application, and Spectacles, 
the brand new camera-equipped and 
Snapchat-ready sunglasses that let us-
ers record snaps without taking out a 
phone.

Spectacles feature a built-in cam-
era with a custom-built frame in one 
of three vibrant colors: black, teal and 
coral. Using a button on the side of the 
frame, users can quickly start taking 
10 second snaps from their perspective 
that they can later import into their 
phone. A circular LED indicator on 
the front of the glasses lights up 

to let others know 
when someone 
i s  r eco rd ing , 
and it doubles 
as a generic in-
dicator for bat-

tery level and error 
m e s -

sages. 
The glasses themselves hold enough 
charge for as many as 100 recordings, 
and come with a special charging case 
that holds up to four full recharges; 
just put the glasses in the case and they 
start charging.

Unlike regular photos and vid-

rApp’s Apps

Art by Andrea Valero

myHomework Student Planner

by Ben Rapp
As students, we are very busy. Our 

days involve running across the build-
ing to and from up to 10 classes daily. 
With this in mind, keeping track of the 
ever-growing list of assignments due 
each day becomes increasingly difficult 
as classes become more rigorous and the 
workload increases. On top of that, there 
are teachers that assign homework more 
than one day in advance. Students need 
an effective way to organize the outra-
geous amounts of tests, quizzes, projects 
and homework assignments they have.

The myHomework Student Plan-
ner app is a well-organized and efficient 
way to track assignments and other 
school requirements. The app is avail-
able on all platforms so you will never 
be without your to-do list. There are 
apps for iPhone, Android phones and 
tablets. There are also Mac and Win-
dows apps and a web platform. 

After downloading the app and 
creating an account by logging in 
through Facebook or Google, the next 
step is creating classes. Attached to 
the class, one can include dates, room 
number and the teacher. They can also 
designate a color to the class, which will 
be seen next to every assignment for that 
class. The app then prompts you to add 
class times which can be time-based, 
period-based, block-based, or described 
in another way that the user can manu-
ally enter. After performing this setup 
for all of the classes, the app is ready to 
be used.

On the top-right corner of the 
screen, there is a “plus” button used 
to add an assignment. You are initially 
asked to include a description, class and 
due date. You can also include the type 
of assignment, including homework, 
project, study, quiz, test, paper, lesson 
and others. The app will occasionally 
determine this for you based on your de-
scription. For example, if you type “HW 
1,” the app will predict that it is a home-
work. However, if it is mistaken, it can 
simply be manually overridden. When 
adding a new assignment, repeats, prior-
ity and reminders are also an option.

The mobile app has widgets for 
both Android and iPhone. While these 
widgets are very basic, they do enable 
students to see a short list of upcoming 
assignments without needing to open the 
app.

As with many free apps, a pre-
mium account is also available. With no 
advertisements, file attachments and all 
themes unlocked, the premium account 
for a fee of $5.00 annually does not add 
many functions to the app. 

All in all, the myHomework 
Student Planner app is a great basic 
app for tracking assignments and other 
school requirements. It definitely cannot 
replace all other methods of organization 
for students, but it is a great tool to add. 
There is a lot of room for improvement 
in the student planner, but there is noth-
ing that can be considered bad about it. 
The app is definitely recommended for 
all students, especially those who use 
computers or other devices in a majority 
of their classes.

Art by Aimee Ding
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AmAzon TAkes on TV
by Saud Ahmad

The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade was in its 90th year this Novem-
ber, and it was grander than ever. Over 
50 million people tuned in to watch the 
spectacle, which featured everyone’s 
favorite characters including Snoopy 
and SpongeBob. However, this year, 
viewers were in for a special treat, as 
viewing of the parade was available in 
360-degree video. Viewers were able to 
see the entire parade from the comfort of 
their homes. This new interactive video 
format allowed users to experience the 
event in a way that was both immersive 
and interactive.

Videos using 360-degree technol-
ogy have been on the rise lately. Big-
name YouTubers have embraced the 
new form of creative expression. Casey 
Neistat, one such YouTuber, has become 
known for making popular 360-degree 
videos. Technology companies have also 
been quick to jump on the 360-degree 
bandwagon, taking advantage of the 
enhanced perspective the new format 
offers. In February of this year, Samsung 
revealed the Samsung Gear 360-degree 
camera, which features a dual camera 
system that can take full 360-degree 
videos and photos. Neistat has partnered 
with Samsung in the past to promote 
both the brand and the new video for-
mat, which has contributed to its rising 
popularity.

In order to make this 360-degree 
viewer experience possible, Macy’s 
partnered with two large multinational 

companies: Verizon and NBC Univer-
sal. These companies helped provide 
cameras along the parade route. The 
Macy’s parade team also tried to make 
the viewing free and available to ev-
eryone. A television/cable provider was 
not necessary since Macy’s provided 
the 360-degree video live on YouTube 
(via Verizon), only requiring an Internet 
connection. Viewers via YouTube were 
able to click and drag camera angles, 
allowing for all possible views of the 
parade, as well as different sites in New 
York City, where the parade was held. 

Although the parade was view-
able via any device able to connect you 
to YouTube, many virtual reality (VR) 
systems were able to show the stream 
as well. Owners of the VR technology 
avoided the hassles and lags of clicking 
and dragging as they just simply had to 
look around. This newfound interactive 
experience may signal a change in view-
ership, as this form of video is gaining 
popularity, foreshadowing the more than 
likely possibility of 360-degree videos 
becoming the norm in filmmaking as 
well. On the other hand, it is possible 
that 360-degree video is just fad and 
not the future, as it is not realistic that 
everyone will be able to make 360-de-
gree video without expensive equipment 
unless cameras capable of creating 
360-degree videos become mainstream. 
Nevertheless, Macy’s successful 360-de-
gree parade provides reason for hope of 
360-degree viewing becoming an ordi-
nary experience in the future.

ThAnksgiVing goes 360
by Ben Rapp

Amazon, founded in 1994, has 
grown to be much more than just an 
online retailer. The company now owns 
countless other brands, including Zap-
pos, Woot, Diapers.com and Goodreads. 
The company has created a platform for 
individuals and businesses to sell their 
items directly to consumers. It has also 
been growing its subscription member-
ship platform, Amazon Prime, which 
now boasts membership from nearly 
50 percent of all American households. 
This annual $99 payment gives mem-
bers access to free 
two-day ship-
p i n g ,  m u s i c , 
movies, grocer-
ies and much more. 
And now, according to the Wall Street 
Journal, Amazon has been talking with 
sports leagues, including the NBA, NFL 
and NHL, about the possibility of incor-
porating live sports with Prime, hoping 
to attract even more customers. The 
addition of live sports streaming to the 
growing list of Amazon Prime benefits 
makes it an even stronger competitor 
to Netflix.

Amazon is not only interested 
in popular national sports. Its plan for 
this new aspect of the company is to 
be global with many sports, including 
cricket, soccer, lacrosse and surfing. 
This part of Amazon’s plan was inspired 
by the NFL’s recent success in Mexico 
with Monday Night game night. 

Live sports have been one of the 

primary advantages that cable televi-
sion companies have had over the 
growing streaming industry, including 
Netflix and Amazon Prime. CBS, Fox, 
NBC, ESPN, TNT and TBS all stream 
sports live, while there are few easily-
accessible alternatives for watching 
sports on any of the popular online 
streaming services. If Amazon enters 
this market, many customers will be 
able to stop paying high prices for cable 
packages, getting their live sports from 
Amazon Prime instead. The Wall Street 
Journal considers sports as “glue” that 

keeps the customers pay-
ing. Amazon 
may change 

t h a t .  H o w -
ever, Amazon is 

not the only one working for live sports. 
Facebook, Twitter and BAMTech are all 
seeking sports rights to improve their 
offerings. 

In a statement, Amazon explained 
that its biggest problem is all of the 
premium rights that are currently con-
tracted. NBA has a deal with TNT and 
ESPN that will last about another ten 
years. NFL has a deal with ESPN, CBS, 
Fox and NBC that will last about that 
long as well. Even college teams usually 
have contracts with TV networks.

After Amazon scores a contract 
with a sports team or association, they 
will have to make an even bigger deci-
sion: whether to include the sports pack-
age in the existing Prime or add it as a 
premium add-on subscription.

Art by Kaylyn Forbes



SPECTRUMFriday, December 23, 2016 11Technology

Apple’s New MAc

Netflix OffliNeAMAzON Gets ReAl

by Lenny Khazan
On Oct. 27, Apple announced 

the fourth iteration of their popular 
MacBook Pro line of computers. The 
long-overdue upgrade came with the 
usual improvements to speed, thickness 
and weight, in addition to a redesigned 
look and a new touchscreen Touch Bar 
to replace the traditional row of func-
tion keys.

While the initial announcement 
was met with excitement, the launch 
came with mixed reviews. As expected, 
the decision to switch to USB-C con-
nectors over the traditional USB-A 
ports angered many who were 
forced to purchase ex-
pensive adaptors. Phil 
Schiller, Senior Vice 
President of Worldwide 
Marketing, said that the criti-
cism had been “a bit of a surprise,” and 
Apple quickly lowered the price of their 
USB adaptors in an attempt to quell the 
unrest. But despite Apple’s best efforts, 
the redesigned charger and inconsistency 
throughout its product line led to frustra-
tion for some users.

Within a few days of the launch, 
many users had also begun complaining 
about the poor battery life, resurfacing 
the age-old debate over whether Apple 
prioritizes thinness and weight over 
battery life and performance. Some us-
ers complained of battery performance 
as low as 2-3 hours between recharges, 
while others have experienced up to 10 
hours; some have speculated that this 
drastic variation could be caused by a 

new GPU that drains the battery sig-
nificantly faster. Apple has responded 
by claiming that the issue was merely 
with their battery life estimates, and 
quickly released an update to remove 
the feature from their line of laptops. 
This caused further uproar among users 
who believe that Apple is avoiding the 
problem instead of addressing their bat-
tery issues directly.

Despite the initial problems, there 
have also been some positive reviews. 
The new Touch Bar, a touchscreen 

OLED display that stretches 
across the top of the key-

board, has been a great 
success, with popular 
third-party apps like 

Photoshop and others 
already including support 

for the new feature. Apple’s 
own apps have worked with the

Touch Bar since day one, 
including an “emoji bar” that lets you 
scroll through and select the perfect 
emoji with your finger. The more com-
pact and lighter computer has also been 
hailed by many for being the most well-
designed laptop in the MacBook Pro line.

It remains unclear which direction 
Apple will take with the laptop moving 
forward. Will they continue stripping 
it of useful functionality until it is no 
longer a “pro” computer? Will they back 
down on some of their more radical 
changes in the next iteration? Will they 
abandon the MacBook Pro line entirely? 
The company has remained silent on its 
future plans for the device.

by James Verschleiser
Whatsapp is an online service that 

allows you to send messages or make calls 
from anywhere in the world using only WiFi. 
It is currently being used by over a billion 
people in 180 countries. However, many of 
these users may be forced to stop using it 
by the end of this year due to an upcoming 
update that makes the app incompatible with 
old phone softwares.

If people’s phones are too old for the 
update, they may lose communication with 
their friends and families in other parts of the 
world. Many of these people use this service 
instead of mobile carriers such as Verizon, 
Sprint and AT&T because of its drastically 
lower price. Since many of its users only 
use the app because of its low cost, they 
may not be able to afford the new phones 
that are required.

Phone models that will no longer be 
capable of running the software include 
Apple’s iPhone 3GS (and the iPhone 4, 4S, 
or 5 unless they have been updated to iOS 
10, the most recent software update available 
from Apple), all devices running Android 
2.1 or 2.2 and, beginning in June 2017, all 
devices by Blackberry and Nokia, includes 
their newest phones.

The good news for these users is that 
there are many alternative apps to replace 
Whatsapp with. Viber is a free app that is 
arguably the most similar. Another popular 
option is LINE, which, like Whatsapp, al-
lows you to send messages and make voice 
calls with only WiFi. It has other features as 
well, including being able to send videos and 
use the program on your computer. Facebook 
messenger also provides Facebook users 

with a quality messaging service.
Whatsapp claims that they needed to 

end their service to millions in order to take 
advantage of new technologies and keep 
their app as modern as possible. The most 
enticing feature of the new update is the ad-
dition of the highly anticipated video chat. 
Their video chat will allow users to talk to 
those on other platforms. For example, an 
iPhone user can now video chat with some-
one who owns an Android device. This can 
not be done on apps like Facetime, which 
only allows Apple products to be involved 
in the video chat.

Another feature that is included in this 
update is bug fixes. More security will be 
added to the message and voice call features, 
which will make it harder for hackers to read 
your messages due to better encryptions. In 
addition, the app will now be able to support 
GIFs. GIF is an image format that allows 
both animated and static pictures. Another 
feature that many people are looking forward 
to is the ability to write and draw on pictures. 
This will help Whatsapp compete with Snap-
chat, one of its biggest competitors.

The new Whatsapp update seems to 
have its benefits, but also seems to have 
many faults. It will improve the quality of 
the app for hundreds of millions of people 
who are currently using their app, but at 
the same time they will be preventing just 
as many people from having the ability to 
communicate with those that they are close 
with. Thankfully, many other services are 
available, and they should see a consider-
able growth in users as those no longer able 
to use Whatsapp seek new services to com-
municate on.

by Evan Panzer
Netflix is a very popular American 

entertainment company founded in 1997 
by Reed Hastings and Marc Randolph. 
Since its creation, Netflix has become a 
popular trend in society that has caught 
almost everyone’s eyes. It focuses on 
streaming media and videos online or 
on DVD by mail. Netflix has a ton of 
content, including TV Shows, movies, 
Netflix Originals, documentaries, and 
stand-up comedy. In 2013, the com-
pany began 
f i l m  a n d 
t e l e v i s i o n 
production 
as  wel l  as 
online dis-
t r i b u t i o n . 
This led to 
Netflix hav-
ing an even 
greater im-
pact in the entertainment business.

However, in today’s changing 
technological times, many companies 
need to alter or add to their services in 
order to continue to make the company 
appealing to consumers. Because of the 
vast growth in technology over the past 
years, many consumers feel the need to 
have access to content wherever they 
are. Because of this, in late November 
Netflix updated its mobile application 
to allow for users to download content 
and watch it when not connected to 
WiFi- just in time for the holidays. As of 
now, only ‘Netflix Originals’ and some 
other shows are downloadable. We will 
have to wait to download Disney, and 
all of its related media, content such as 

Marvel, Star Wars and ABC. Although 
there are currently limitations on this 
feature, it is very exciting to see a new 
addition to Netflix. Hopefully the next 
step for the company is to give users the 
ability to download any Netflix avail-
able content.

Currently, it is unclear what other 
limitations might be. Some include the 
amount of time users can store content 
on their devices, and the amount of 
content that can be downloaded. How-

ever,  i t  i s 
undoubted-
ly clear that 
t h i s  n e w 
f e a t u r e  i s 
yet another 
s tep Netf-
lix is taking 
to retain its 
s t a t u s  a s 
one of the 

most popular entertainment stream-
ing companies out there. Compared to 
Hulu, Netflix is the better entertainment 
streaming company when it comes to 
cost. Although Hulu can cost as little as 
$7.99 a month, while Netflix is $9.99 
a month for a regular subscription, 
Hulu customers have to pay up to as 
much as $21.00 a month if they want 
to get access to their favorite Showtime 
programs.

It will be very interesting to wait 
and see the reaction that other entertain-
ment streaming companies will have to 
Netflix’s new downloading feature. It 
is possible that content downloading 
will be the new norm for all of these 
platforms. 

by Steven Gershik
It seems as if Amazon sells everything 

online nowadays, from all the latest techno-
logical gadgets to clothing accessories. For 
years, it seemed as if Amazon was trying to 
steer people away from local stores, sparing 
people hours of shopping and waiting on 
crowded lines. However, Amazon’s recently 
announced Amazon Go appears to be revers-
ing this trend. 

Amazon Go was a concept that Ama-
zon filed a patent for in 2014. The goal of 
Amazon Go stores is to shorten time spent 
at the grocery store by removing the fac-
tor of waiting on line. Instead, the whole 
building is filled with cameras that track 
the shopper’s every move. The building 
uses sensors to detect what the customer 
picks up and that corresponding product 
is automatically added to the virtual cart. 
If one decides against purchasing an item, 
one can simply place the item back and the 
computer system will remove the product 
from the cart. The modernized store uses 
cameras and sensors to detect movement of 
items and takes away from the overall need 
to unload all products at the cash register. 
Once the customer is done shopping, he/she 
can simply leave the store and the sensors 
tell the internal system to finish the purchase. 
The account is automatically charged and 
the receipt is sent through the Amazon app. 
There is no need for identification as one 
exits the building; instead, upon entrance to 
the store one can simply scan his/her phone 
and begin shopping. The computer system 
is able to identify the person and charge the 
account based on the selected products.

Besides the sensors and cameras inte-
grated into the Amazon Go store, the building 
utilizes software and technology that adds to 

the betterment of the user’s experience and 
safety. An example of this is the camera’s 
ability to not only determine the identity 
of the shopper and items, but also compile 
data regarding consumer preferences. Such 
data can allow companies to offer special 
deals to individual customers, compared to 
sending out generic advertisements to the 
masses. Another piece of technology, based 
on their patent, is the use of microphones 
for security purposes as well as detections 
of consumer conversations. The last piece 
of Amazon Go that brings everything about 
this new concept together is the computing 
system. Through the use of cutting-edge 
software innovations, Amazon Go’s “Just 
Walk Out” technology comes alive as the 
store uses sensor fusion, the process of get-
ting data from multiple sensors at once, to 
detect where certain objects and people are 
located in the store. Amazon Go also uses 
computer vision to process images that the 
computer receives via its cameras to continu-
ally scan the environment of the store. The 
implementation of these new technologies 
and software will make for an interesting 
result when the first store launches in Seattle.

No matter how groundbreaking or 
efficient this new concept is, not a lot more 
information has been released by Amazon 
regarding this new innovation. There are 
many concerns about the privacy of the 
customers when they are inside the store 
due to the continuous use of cameras and 
microphones. Different news sources, such 
as The Verge, have already brought up con-
cerns regarding the sharing of customer’s 
shopping preferences that is acquired by 
the computer systems. We will just have 
to wait and see what Amazon Go has in 
store for us. 
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By Jackie Mazzeo
On Nov. 16, 18 and 19, the 

Hewlett Theater Company pre-
sented its fall musical: “Gypsy.” 
For their first production of the 
year, the talented theater students 
of G.W. Hewlett High School 
worked extremely hard memo-
rizing their lines throughout the 
summer and perfecting their 
performances during the first few 
months of school. Students and 
faculty dedicated time, energy 
and their ideas to rehearsals filled 
with singing, dancing, acting and 
stage directions. The students’ tal-
ent and hard work shined during 
the play’s performances, produc-
ing an amazing show with nights 
of huge success.

“It takes everyone in the 
show to work their hardest,” 
Alyssa Correa ’17 said. “Our 
dedication, commitment, and 
willingness to work is why our 
show is successful each year. I 
am super proud of everyone in the 
cast, and am so grateful for all 
other students and administration 
who took on a role to ensure this 
production.” 

“Gypsy” tells the story of 
two sisters, June and Louise, and 
their mother, Mama Rose. The 
show illustrates how love can 
make you crazy, as seen through 
the insane actions Mama Rose 
takes to give her daughters what 
she thinks is the best life.

“The show’s characters 
experience a whirlwind of events 
during their time in show busi-
ness, but the one thing that seems 
to remain constant is love, mani-

and Chris Ospina ’18. The con-
stant switch up of the acts illus-
trated the complications that come 
with rising to the top.

The mother and star of the 
production, Abby Lamdan, did 
an incredible and quite sophisti-
cated job playing the rage-full and 
obsessive stage mom Mama Rose. 
Mama Rose was desperate to get 
her two daughters into show busi-
ness, and dedicated her entire life 
to it. 

The production of “Gypsy” 
captured more than just the 
struggle to become a star. The 
challenges faced in mother-
daughter relationships were as 
significant as the complications 
that came with the relationship 
between Mama Rose and a man 
named Herbie, played by Joshua 
Jacobs ’18. Mama Rose, someone 
who has given so much to ensure 
the success of her girls, had much 
difficulty committing to Her-
bie because she never felt stable 
enough in her life to settle down. 
The production very effectively 
emphasized character and rela-
tionship development, as well as 
the themes of love and challenge 
that were persistent throughout 
the show.

“Overall, the show was a 
thrilling experience,” Lamdan 
said. “I’m extremely grateful to 
have had the opportunity to work 
with the wonderful people in our 
department. We really are like a 
family, and getting to build such a 
layered and dimensional character 
with them made the process so 
much more meaningful. I’ll never 

festing itself in various forms,” 
Student Director Abby Lamdan 
’17, who played Mama Rose, said. 
“The show bursts with the theme, 
appearing at different moments as 
a romantic love, a love between 
a mother and daughter, and most 
prominently, a relentless love for 
the art of theater.”

The show began with the 
two sisters at a very young age, 
played by Kaitlyn Artusa ’17 and 
Lilli Ospina ’20. After the first 
few scenes, the young girls are 
switched out during a singing and 
dancing number with new cast 
members. This switch up was a 
delicate yet exciting way to reflect 
how the girls grew up and how 
time had passed. The new and 
older June and Louise were played 
by seniors Rachel Krevans and 
Correa. 

The first act of the play kept 
a steady spotlight on June. Mama 
Rose acknowledged June as the 
more talented sister, and constant-
ly gave bigger parts in the sister 
skits to June. However, as time 
passed and the sisters grew older, 
the girls were bored of doing the 
same repetition of skits that were 
not getting them any closer to 
making it big, a dream their moth-
er imprinted on them. At first, the 
two daughters were involved in a 
skit with farmboys. The farmboys 
were played by Ben Zinnar ’17, 
Luis Navarro ’17, Nathaniel Reyes 
’19 and Eddy Maday ’19. Later in 
the musical, Mama Rose changed 
the skit and created a new one 
with boy scouts. These boy scouts 
were played by Brian Norman ’20 



SPECTRUMFriday, December 23, 2016 Entertainment 13

forget it.”
Daughter Louise fails to be 

noticed as a star by her mother 
until the second half of the story-
line, after June leaves her family 
to run off with Tulsa, played by 
Navarro. Mama June, determined 
and ambitious as always, does not 
fail to piece together and create a 
spark in Louise to put her in the 
spotlight. Mama Rose signs up 
her daughter for a performance, 
one that comes as a surprise.

Every year, the produc-
tion is more than just students 
on stage doing as rehearsed. The 
play could not be accomplished 
without certain elements: the cast, 
orchestra, teachers, backstage 
crew, construction team, direc-
tors, volunteers and those in-
volved in lighting and sound. The 
community’s enjoyment of this 
production serves as a reward for 
all those involved.

“Being a part of this show 
was such a special and humbling 
experience,” Krevans said. “I 
loved coming to rehearsal every 
day and having such a great time 
with my fellow cast members. 
Being that I’m a senior and that 
this was my last high school 
production, I know that I’m going 
to miss performing here and the 
people that I have met so much 
and will take the lessons I have 
learned here with me going into 
college and long after.”  

The school play is directed 
under collaborated efforts of both 
students and faculty. This year’s 
play was under the leadership 
and direction of Ali Kresch and 

Brian Villegas, and was produced 
by Walter Lastowski. Students 
involved in ensuring the produc-
tion ran smoothly were Lam-
dan, Student Director, and Sheir 
Benhamou ’19, Assistant Student 
Director. The students specifically 
had the responsibility of assist-
ing in the direction of the play by 
managing the cast and making the 
program and the commercial. 

Additionally, Tyler Walter 
’20 took on the undertaking as 
Theater Manager, and another 
student, Daniel Koloden ’17, con-
tinues to take on the challenge as 
the Technical Director.

“Being the Technical Direc-
tor of the High School Musicals 
for the past three years has been 
extremely rewarding,” Koloden 
said. “I appreciate the opportunity 
given for me to grow, and to show 
my talent every year, this year es-
pecially with the brand new sound 
system in the auditorium, which 
we had to configure and learn 
how to use just weeks before the 
show. I am very thankful to have 
been given the opportunity to 
become a part of the family that 
we call a cast, and am grateful for 
the past four years.”

Many other teachers in the 
music department also contrib-
uted to the production: Dorothy 
Drysielski managed all business 
and bookkeeping, Eric Williams 
was musical director and conduc-
tor, Andrew Fund was the show 
coordinator and James Dragov-
ich, Jon Holford and Fund were 
involved in instrumental prepara-
tion. 

The success of the musi-
cal reflects the hard work of an 
amazing community. The theater 
students all came together and 
worked as a team to put together 
this production. 

The musical ends with a 
success story, where June be-
comes the star her mother initially 
never saw in her. June’s prosperity 
comes from the guidance of fel-
low strippers, Mazeppa (Kristina 
Martinez ’17), Electra (Hailee 
Elias ’19), Tessie Tura (Danielle 
Frucchione ’19), Thelma (Mar-
celle Angeles ’17) and Agnes (Liz 
Mayvaldov ’17).

The musical is truly one big 
collaborative effort that not only 
brings those involved together, but 
brings the community together. 
The show is not possible without 
the continued support of staff, 
parents, and others in the com-
munity.

“For the past four years, I 
was lucky enough to perform on 
the stage with not only the most 
talented people in the school, but 
also the most kind and down to 
earth people I know,” Bryan Krin-
ick ’17 said. “The cast is more of a 
family than anything else. Every-
one in the cast can go to another 
member at any moment needing 
anything and will not get judged 
and will get what they came seek-
ing for. I’m going to miss about 
the musicals is becoming friends 
with everyone in it. These friend-
ships last a lifetime. Although the 
musicals are in the past for me, 
doing them was an experience I 
will never forget.”

Photo Contributions by Scott McInnes, Jordana Goldenberg and Dan Koloden
Layout Contributions by Maya Tipiere
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The FanTasy OF The FanTasTic BeasTs

allied nOT classiFied as GreaT

By Eliana Berger
For four long years, Harry Potter fans 

have waited for another magical movie. The 
wait was well worth it; “Fantastic Beasts 
and Where to Find Them” blew fans away 
and exceeded the expectations of many. The 
classic Harry Potter movies amassed millions 
of dollars in the box office and expanded the 
already massive fan base that the books created. 
It is not surprising that so many people, both 
Harry Potter fans, known as “Potterheads”, and 
everyone else were so excited for the release 
of new material. This fantastic take on J.K. 
Rowling’s prequel to the Harry Potter series 
brought the wizarding world back to life in a 
new and unique way that pleasantly surprised 
many fans.

The movie follows Newt Scaman-
der (Eddie Redmayne), a traveler from 
London who came to the United States 
with a briefcase full of magical creatures 
and a goal to locate more. Upon arrival, 
confusion at a bank caused him to almost 
lose one of the creatures he brought back 
with him. This creature, among others that 
eventually escaped, wrought havoc on regular 
civilians and almost exposed the wizarding 
world. 

Although the storyline was mostly 
independent from that of Harry Potter, it still 
included many aspects that Potterheads would 
recognize. However, these concepts  were re-
introduced in a totally different context so both 
pre-existing fans and newbies would find the 
movie captivating. This movie took place in the 
United States, while all Harry Potter films were 
based in London. As a result, viewers were able 
to experience an entirely different aspect of the 
wizarding world that they otherwise would not 
have been able to see. 

In addition, all pre-existing Rowling 
films take place in nearly present day times. 
However, “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 
Them” takes place in 1926. The racism during 
Prohibition-era America was prominent and 
was definitely showcased in the movie through-
out scenes involving the Magical Congress of 
the United States of America (MACUSA).

The story then establishes the charac-
ters of Tina, a native New York wizard who 

works for MACUSA, 
and Jacob Kowalski, a 
muggle/“No madge” 
baker. Once Newt, 
Tina and Jacob are 
brought together, 

the directors 
spend a 

great 

deal of time establishing the magical world that 
Newt’s magical creatures live in. This entire 
section of the movie was beautiful; each new 
creature and habitat showcased feels extremely 
realistic. 

It is also very cool to see magical ele-
ments interact with the real world. Most Harry 
Potter films focus on the isolated wizarding 
world in London, and characters do not in-
teract much with the rest of the outside world. 
However, “Fantastic Beasts” showed many of 
these new creatures exploring places in New 
York that are very familiar to all of us, such as 
Central Park. 

After “Fantastic Beasts” hit the box of-
fice on Nov. 18, it was evident that it would be 

The Great Comet
By Danielle Cohen

“Natasha, Pierre & the Great Comet of 
1812” was the best fifty four dollars I have ever 
spent. The instant you walk into the theatre, it is 
as though you have entered 19th century Russia. 
The walls are cloaked in crimson velvet curtains 
with pictures and paintings of Russia strewn 
across it, while immaculate chandeliers hang 
from the ceilings, resembling sparkling galaxies 
far off in space with single light bulbs as stars 
interspersed between the large clusters. Each 
light burns with a soft, yet fervid glow amidst 
the scarlet infinity surrounding it. Staircases 
and small stages flow into one cohesive path 
like a meandering golden river throughout the 
audience and onto the stage (which had audi-
ence seating as well). The initial visual of the 
theatre is truly breathtaking. 

Based on “War and Peace,” “Natasha, 
Pierre & the Great Comet of 1812” was written 
and composed by Dave Malloy, and the original 
production premiered in 2012. The current 
Broadway production differs from the original 
in an interesting way: the music has hip hop 
undertones that add an intensity and movement 
to each song, maintaining the constant suspense 
that the story demands. The opening number is 
not only lively, fun and interactive, but is also 
informative and allows audience members to 
keep track of each character. Overall, the music 
was enrapturing, crisp and technically complex 
and was executed without a single flaw. 

The use of the pit orchestra and the stag-
ing were unlike any I have ever experienced. 
The only instrumentalist who was not directly 
showcased within the performance was the 
percussionist who was cloistered away in a 
soundproof box on the side of the theatre. Even 
actors and ensemble members became part of 
the pit as the show progressed. At one point, 
a main character named Anatole (played by 
Lucas Steele) picked up a violin and began 
playing it without any music in front of him! 
The protagonist, Pierre (played by the infallible 
Josh Groban) played the piano in the pit on more 
than one occasion throughout the performance. 

Additionally, the staging of this show 
was unbelievable. The cast members scaled the 
stairs, stood on small stages within the audi-
ence (even in the rear mezzanine), and walked 
around the multi-level stage whilst completing 
rigorous choreography and challenging songs. 
The director, Rachel Chavkin, did a great job 
illustrating the intensity and delicacy of certain 
scenes. That, in combination with the intricate 
lighting (which utilized strobe lighting, mag-
nitude gradients, light vs. dark contrast, and 
lights on the bodies of the ensemble members), 
formed a performance so viscerally explosive.

The one downfall of the show would be 
the casting of the female lead, Natasha. Denee 
Benton plays Natasha. While she captivated the 
audience as the fresh-eyed, emotionally vulner-
able Natasha in the first act her performance fell 
flat in the second act when Natasha’s wrong de-
cisions come back to haunt her. Benton lacked 
the emotional complexity that leads to the 
poignancy of the second act’s plot. She did not 
do a poor job, but I feel they could have casted 
an actress who could more effectively convey 
the intricacies of Natasha’s situation. Nonethe-
less, the casting for all other parts was perfect; 
everyone else understood and showcased their 
characters expertly. 

“Natasha, Pierre & the Great Comet 
of 1812” was incredible, ingenuitive and ec-
centric in the best way possible. This show is 
a rollercoaster of emotions and will make you 
laugh, cry and everything in between. This is 
going to be the show everyone will be talking 
about this season. 

By Gillian Moser
Set during World War II, “Allied” is 

a story of two spies who meet on their mis-
sion and fall in love in Casablanca, Morocco. 
However, after the couple return to London and 
marry, one is suspected to actually be a spy for 
the Nazis. Drama, mystery and suspense ensue 
as Max Vatan (Brad Pitt), struggles with this ac-
cusation placed on his wife, Marianne Beause-
jour (Marion Cotillard), and how to figure out 
the truth. This historical fiction drama sounds 
quite interesting, but somewhere the movie falls 
flat, despite the incredibly interesting story idea. 
Most of the movie is not engrossing unless you 
enjoy love stories, historical fiction or both. This 
movie has a wonderful set up and has various 
ingredients to make it a great movie, but overall 
does not stick the landing to become a truly 
memorable movie.  

It is pretty obvious that “Allied”is 
“oscar bait,” as it is a historical fiction movie 
about Nazis and World War II, which is gener-
ally the genre that consistently wins award the 
most awards. The sets are gorgeous, but the 
costumes steal the entire movie. “Allied” has 
many beautiful scenes because of the elabo-
rate costumes and sets, along with the camera 
direction. I would not be surprised if “Allied” 
won an Oscar for Best Costume Design. The 
costume designer is Joanna Johnston and has 
much experience in this field as she has worked 
as a movie costume designer for nearly 30 years.

The acting in the movie was also phe-
nomenal. You expect nothing less from Brad 
Pitt, Marion Cotillard and the rest of the es-
teemed cast. However, the movie’s main issue 
is that the characters are simply uninteresting. 
They are cardboard cut-outs of what interesting 
characters should be, and do not feel like well 
established real people. Interestingly, this movie 
was directed by Robert Zemeckis, who directed 
other classics like “Cast Away,” “Flight” and 

“Forrest Gump,” and did a wonderful job of 
establishing the atmosphere of “Allied.”

“Allied” very much resembles the pacing 
of older movies, most likely due to the older 
director. Though the movie is usually slow, 
it does not completely release your attention.  

Despite finding it on the more boring 
side, one interesting part of “Allied” was how 
it played with the three act structure. The three 
act structure is a basic outline for how a story 
should be told. In this structure, the beginning, 
middle and end are all the same length of time, 

which is where “Allied” differentiates itself. 
The first act, which consists of the two titular 
characters meeting and completing their spy 
adventure, is nearly half the length of the two 
hour movie. The filmmakers most likely did this 
in order for the viewer to get to know and con-
nect to the two main characters, which makes 
the story and established world more interest-
ing, and thus making a better movie. This is a 
wonderful idea, but the issue is that the movie 
does not accomplish the goal of establishing the 
characters, and makes the first act tend to drag 
on for too long. Therefore, the movie makes 
something fun and exciting like target practice 
in the desert oddly boring. Due to the elongated 
first act, the movie takes a dip in the middle.

There were very few elements that were 
blatantly bad in “Allied.” One scene in particu-

cOhen’s cOrner

lar stands out in how unnecessary and ugly it 
is, and the scene is not a spoiler since it is in the 
trailer. When Cotillard is giving birth to her 
child with Pitt, she does so in a hospital during 
an air raid. This is the only time the movie looks 
like CGI garbage. In a movie where the sets and 
costumes are all practical and gorgeous, this 
weird purplish scene sticks out in an intrusive 
way. Moreover, giving birth during an air raid 
does not make any progression to the plot, mak-
ing it unnecessary and therefore cuttable from 
a dragging story. Of my personal belief, I think 
that this scene was only added as a set-piece to 
attract viewers. In doing so, the only out of place 
scene in the movie is added to bring down an 
already average film.  

Other critics have mixed views on 
“Allied.” With a 60 percent rating on Rotten 
Tomatoes, most critics like this movie, but do 
not hail it more than an entertaining watch. 
My main gripes with this movie are mostly 
disappointments on how it could have been so 
much better.

“Zemeckis ... seems uncertain whether to 
treat the tale as a wrenching saga of split loyal-
ties or as a glamorous jaunt,” Anthony Lane of 
the New Yorker said. “Having gathered all the 
ingredients for derring-do, he forgets to turn up 
the heat, and the derring never does.” 

Although, not all of “Allied” reviews’ 
were negative. Many critics also praise “Allied” 
for its nostalgic old style, screenplay and acting.

 “Allied” is not a bad movie, but it is not a 
great one either. If you love 1940s fashion, you 
will adore just looking at this movie. If you like 
historical fiction romances set during the second 
World War, you will probably enjoy this movie 
just fine. However, if you prefer more modern 
storytelling and action thrillers, this flick is 
not for you. “Allied” had many good parts of a 
movie deep inside of it, but they were not able 
to culminate into a great movie.

a huge success. It grossed so much money that 
the cast already revealed that five more mov-
ies would be made following that continued 
the storyline. 

Director David Yates, the director of four 
Harry Potter originals, has already hinted at 
where the second “Fantastic Beasts” movie is 
most likely headed. In an interview with Slash 
Film, he revealed that the second movie will 
take place a year or two after the first one and 
will be filmed in Paris instead of New York 
because the European city is more known for 
romance. However, Yates could not release 
much about the plot of the next movie.

“It’s too early to tell,” Yates said. “I know 
Jo’s [Rowling] got it arc-ed out, and I know his-
tory is… She’s kind of, you know, the cycle of 
history and what happened up to and including 
the Second World War is, there’s I think there’s 
a possibility of going in that direction. But it’s 
really early to tell. I can’t really be too specific.”

Rowling initially released the book 
“Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them” 
for the British charity “Comic Relief”.The title 
was already mentioned in Harry Potter books, 
as a textbook that Harry is required to read in 
his first year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry for his Defense Against the 
Dark Arts Class. Rowling decided to create 
the “textbook” as a little add-on to the series 
to benefit the charity. 

Ultimately, all of the acting was phe-
nomenal. Being a Harry Potter fan myself, I 
was prepared for the worst. I thought the movie 
would be a let-down and would not hold up 
against the original films, but I could not have 
been more wrong. I loved every minute of ac-
tion, magic and chemistry between the actors. 
Certainly, it will be loved by both wizards and 
muggles alike. 

Photo contributions by Julia Grossman

By Chestine Tomas

Art by Aimee Ding
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RIP HallelujaH

Reduce, Reuse, adIdas

By Sofia Barone
As the year 2016 comes to a close, the 

world lost another prominent figure that made 
an impact on the music industry. Leonard Co-
hen, most well known for his silky voice and 
the world renowned song, “Hallelujah,” has 
joined David Bowie, Leon Russell and Prince 
in the list of legends lost during this eventful 
year. Known for touching upon controver-
sial topics through his music, baritone voice 
and gentle soul, this particular artist’s death 
broke the hearts of many fans internationally. 
Although his death occurred over a month 
ago, the world still turns to commemorate 
the musical genius that brought millions to 
tears right up until his final days. 

The singer/songwriter passed away 
in his sleep in his home in Los Angeles on 
Nov. 7.  Although there were speculations 
as to whether Cohen died of cancer, it was 
discovered just days afterward, on Nov. 9, 
that he had fallen in the middle of the night, 
prior to going to sleep, which prompted his 
death just hours later. It was confirmed by his 
record label, Sony Music, the following day. 

In a recent interview with David Rem-
nick from the New Yorker, Cohen spoke of 
his poor health, unsure if he would be able to 
finish his songs, but stated that he was ready 
for death. Death has always been a popular 
theme amongst his songs and poetry; in fact, 
he had been named the “King of Melancholy” 
and the “Bard of the Boudoir” for his constant 
acceptance of the topic. 

“My friends are gone, and my hair is 
gray. I ache in the places where I used to play,” 
Cohen said in a song  sang said in a song in 
1988, when he was only in his 50s.

 Just this October, his album “You 
Want it Darker” was released and became 

the 14th successful album for the legend-
ary artist. It touched upon the topics of 
death, and acted as a finalization before he 
truly accepted his fate just a month later. 
In songs such as “The Future” within his 
new album, he sings, “I’ve seen the future 
baby: it is murder.” 

Despite the dark tones Cohen  ap-
proached in his music, he kept close rela-
tions with his children. One of his children, 
Adam, worked as his producer and created 
music alongside his father. Cohen’s legacy 
lives on through Adam, his daughter Lorca 
and his grandchildren, Cassius, Viva and 
Lyon. 

Cohen’s death has received numer-
ous reactions from people all over the 
world. The weekend of his death, the 
popular comedy show “Saturday Night 
Live” paid tribute through actress Kate 
McKinnon singing “Hallelujah” dressed 
as Hillary Clinton. For the first time in 32 
years, his hit song “Hallelujah” had reached 
the Billboard Hot 100, debuting as No. 59. 
Reactions sparked from celebrities on dif-
ferent social media platforms as well. 

In his memorial, Lincoln Center 
hosted an outdoor gathering of friends, 
family and fans in order to celebrate his 
life’s work on Dec. 5. It did not include any 
memorial speakers or performances, only 
the works selected by his family and friends 
were listened to. 

Although the trademark silky voice 
and weathered fedora of Cohen will be 
missed, his legacy will live on through his 
songs, reminding everyone who has ever 
heard or sung “Hallelujah” of the brilliant 
man behind the voice, a man who has 
touched the hearts and souls of millions.

By Gabby Brailovskiy
“I smell snow...” This line warms Gilm-

ore Girls fans’ hearts all around the world. 
Lorelai Gilmore is known for her sixth sense - 
her ability to smell snow coming. The Gilmore 
Girls revival did not fail to include each inside 
joke shared by the characters, an aspect of the 
show that fans were worried would be missing. 

The revival was everything fans could 
have hoped for and more. From the plot-twists, 
to the mourning of Edward Herrmann’s death, 
and the return of all the 
famous ex-boyfriends, 
the fun never stopped 
throughout the four epi-
sodes. The revival fol-
lowed the life of Lorelai and Rory ten years 
after the season finale, set during the four 
seasons of the year. The first episode begins 
with, of course, winter. Fans finally get to head 
back to the beloved Stars Hollow and experi-
ence it  all over again. The charming town did 
not change one bit, in the best way possible. 

A reason the revival felt so relatable 
is because Rory, a character who is usually 
well-composed and goal-oriented, faces an 
impasse in regards to her work life and feels 
stuck. The producers illustrate to the audience 
that it is okay. She is struggling to figure out 
what she really wants to do in life. Her initial 
plan to be a foreign news correspondent did 
not work out the way it was intended to. The 
season expresses and welcomes the problems 
that truly happen all the time. 

In the show, more than just Rory’s work 
life was examined, but her relationships as 
well, as seen by the return of Logan, Dean and 
Jess. Now, if you have watched the show, you 
fully support one boy and will stand by him 
no matter what. Thankfully, each of them had 

a special moment in the revival and there was 
most definitely closure. 

Lorelai and Luke were the couple that 
fans everywhere rooted for. Luke’s secret love 
for Lorelai can be noticed in the first second 
of the first episode of the original show. Their 
last scene together left viewers believing they 
were back together again. Since the revival 
was based on their lives ten years later, it was 
expected they would be married now. Well, not 
so fast Gilmore Girl fans, we know the show 

would not hand us something 
so precious so quickly. Their 
love story spirals through-
out the four episodes, but of 
course they got the ending 

they deserved. 
All of the relationships fans missed 

returned. For example, Lorelai finally got to 
connect with Emily, her mother, who she has 
had a stressful relationship with ever since the 
show began. Their interaction in the revival 
started off very rocky because of the death of 
her husband and beloved actor, Edward Her-
rmann. Luckily, there was a meaningful scene 
where Lorelai and Emily connected in a way 
that viewers had never seen before.

Overall, the revival covered just about 
everything that is loved about the show. Lane, 
Taylor, Paris, Kirk, Miss Patty, Babette and 
of course the one-of-a-kind chef Sookie, all 
returned and made the revival that much more 
heartfelt. “A Year in the Life of the Gilmore 
Girls” was the perfect way to give fans the 
finale they longed for after 10 years. The most 
shocking part of it all was undoubtedly, those 
last four words. The four words that produced 
millions of different reactions out of fans and 
are the final way Gilmore Girls will be remem-
bered. Those four words. 

GIlmoRe GIRls RetuRn

HaIRsPRay
By Sam Bogdanov

A sneaker made out of plastic – it is a 
notion that seems ridiculous at first thought. 
However, that is exactly what Adidas has 
created with  its new limited series of sneak-
ers, Adidas Parley. Teaming up with Parley 
for the Oceans, the company plans to make 
roughly one million pairs of sneakers from 
recycled ocean plastic. In a market with 
ever increasing demand, desire for unique 
items and feverish competition, this seem-
ingly strange move by Adidas might just be 
exactly the item that consumers have been 
craving. 

So far, Adidas has announced two 
different sneakers in its Adidas Parley line, 
a traditional running sneaker as well as a 
modern running sneaker, similar to Nike’s 
FlyKnit line. The presence of two different 
yet similar sneaker styles reflects just how 
much the sneaker market is changing, with 
new styles being adopted left and right. Both 
shoes employ turquoise as their primary 
color and have a white secondary, embody-
ing the oceanic theme of the shoes. While 
style is a subjective matter, the Adidas Parley 
line will surely be a success in the coming 
summer because of their varying styles and 

bright, summery colors.
Parley for the Oceans is devoted to 

exposing the overlooked issues presented 
by the vast accumulations of plastic in 
oceans around the world. The company 
is based in New York and has had vari-
ous talks on the subject at conferences 
and events worldwide since its creation 
in 2013. According to Parley, there are 
as much as 40 million pounds of plastic 
floating around in North Atlantic vortices 
alone and there are an estimated 100,000 
whales that become entangled by this 
plastic yearly. Parley hopes to bring more 
awareness to the very serious issue at 
hand when it comes to the consequences 
of ocean plastic.

Despite the claims by Adidas to 
create 1 million pairs of sneakers from 
recycled plastic, there is little information 
available from the company as to when and 
where consumers can buy these sneakers. 
There seems to have been a minor release 
of the sneakers already; however, they are 
only obtainable from secondary sneaker 
retailers and usually sell for hundreds of 
dollars. Hopefully Adidas will begin to de-
liver on their promise of 1 million sneakers 

early on in 2017. This 
collaboration truly is 
the first of its kind, the 
results of which are yet 
to be seen. From what 
is available right now, 
it seems promising. 
However, only time 
will tell as to how suc-
cessful this experiment 
by Adidas and Parley 
for the Oceans will be.

By Rachel Krevans
On Dec. 7, 2016, the much-anticipated 

production of “Hairspray Live!” was finally 
broadcasted on NBC, as well as in living 
rooms all over the country. Although live tele-
vision musicals have aired before, including 
NBC’s production of “The Sound of Music” 
and Fox’s “Grease Live,” this televised adap-
tation of the original 1998 romantic musical 
comedy film as well as the later Broadway 
show blossomed into something that was 
certainly unlike anything that was ever 
tried before.

Aside from the overly tal-
ented cast of A-list celebri-
ties, some of who included 
Ariana Grande, Jennifer 
Hudson and Martin Short, 
the spectacular set contributed 
to the musical’s overwhelming suc-
cess. As opposed to the Long Island 
studio, where NBC’s previous shows 
were staged, 40 percent of this live musical 
adaptation of the 2007 remade movie took 
place outdoors on the Universal backlot in 
Los Angeles and was filmed in front of a 
live audience. There were over one thousand 
people working on the event, including over 
13 cameras were used in the entirety of the 
production to catch the scenes from all angles, 
and golf carts were used to to quickly shuttle 
actors between the two sound stages. 

“Hairspray” is a fun and upbeat musi-
cal about outsiders, racism and body image, 
with the overarching message that the power 
of dance and music can prevail to unite them 
all. It is set in a time when the city is extremely 
segregated. Tracy Turnblad (played by new-
comer Maddie Baillio) dreams of receiving a 
part on the renowned “Corny Collins Show,” 

a popular local dance TV series which features 
many of her white and elite peers. Unfortu-
nately, because of her weight and family back-
ground, she is an unlikely choice. 

Harvey Fierstein played Edna Turn-
blad, Tracy’s insecure and resistant-to-change 
mother, and vocal powerhouse Jennifer 
Hudson portrayed Motormouth Maybelle, a 
local celebrity/R&B diva who hosts a “Negro 
Day” on “The Corny Collins Show” and 
helped to instill confidence in Tracy. Ariana 

Grande appears as Penny, Tracy’s quirky 
and shy best friend who begins 

an interracial romance with 
Seaweed, played by Ephraim 
Sykes. Martin Short plays 
Edna’s husband (and father of 
Tracy) Wilbur, who helps his 
daughter integrate the show. 
With the majority of the cast’s 

experience in musical theatre, it was 
no doubt the live event raked in tremen-

dous audience approval. 
All in all, it is very important to note the 

theme of the show’s relevance even in 2016, 
which some say was a large part of the decision 
to choose this show at such a time in the U.S. 

“That’s why a story like ‘Hairspray’ 
is still around: because it is speaking of real 
things, and real things are timeless,” Jennifer 
Hudson said.

Though racial prejudice and body sham-
ing is still a prevailing issue in modern times, 
members of the cast hoped that the show’s 
message of acceptance would get across to the 
audience and reach those who “don’t have a lot 
of love in their hearts.” 

“It’s bold to say, but I hope we can change 
the world and change their minds,” Maddie 
Baillio said.

By Kaylyn Forbes

By Andrea Valero
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Kanye Comes BaCK

DesignateD KirKlanD

by Imogen Castro
NBC’s new hit comedy-drama writ-

ten by Dan Fogelman, “This Is Us,” is full of 
heartwarming and heartbreaking moments. 
The original advertising campaign for the 
hour-long series set it up as the story of four 
unconnected people who share a birthday; 
however, the surprise twist at the end of 
the Sept. 20 pilot episode revealed that it 
was about much more than that. The four 
“unconnected strangers” are not strangers 
at all; they are, in fact, a family. “This Is 
Us” tells the story of three siblings (who 
were born on their father’s 36th birthday) 
as they navigate the ups and downs of their 
own 36th year.

T he Pea r son 
triplets are as differ-
ent from each other 
as siblings can be. To 
start, they are not actu-
ally biological triplets. Jack and Rebecca 
Pearson, played by actors Milo Ventimi-
glia and Mandy Moore, were expecting 
to deliver triplets but lost one of their sons 
during childbirth. In a life-changing twist 
of fate, another baby boy, who was born on 
the same day and left outside a firehouse, 
was brought to the very same hospital. Jack 
and Rebecca decided to adopt the baby and 
complete their “Big Three.”

Each episode jumps back and forth 
between present day scenes and flashbacks 
to earlier times in the Pearson triplets’ his-
tory. Kate, played by Chrissy Metz, is strug-
gling with low self-esteem as she simul-
taneously attempts weight loss and a new 
relationship. Randall, played by Sterling 
K. Brown is reconnecting with his biologi-
cal father, William, played by Ron Cephas 
Jones, and raising two daughters with his 

wife, Beth (Susan Kelechi Watson). Kevin, 
played by Justin Hartley, is just trying to be 
taken seriously as an actor after leaving a 
popular, but poorly written, sitcom. Over the 
span of 10 episodes, multiple family secrets 
are slowly revealed that have the power to 
both strengthen and damage relationships. 

“This Is Us” is unique in that it is 
one of the first shows to tackle the subject 
of transracial adoption in such a poignant 
and thought-provoking way. The writers 
show all perspectives of this issue, including 
Jack’s desire to be a good father to all of his 
children, Rebecca’s fear of losing her son, 
William’s regret at not being able to raise his 
own child, Randall’s struggle of growing up 

“different” in an all-
white family and all-
white neighborhood, 
Kevin’s resentment at 

his brother for getting 
too much attention, Kate’s often unsuc-
cessful attempts to play peacemaker for the 
family and Beth’s desire to be supportive to 
her husband while adjusting to William’s 
presence in their lives.

“This Is Us” is not just a show about 
adoption. It is a compelling program about 
family, tradition, identity, conflict, heart-
break, strength, forgiveness, loss and love. 
All of the characters are flawed in some 
way, but they each want to believe that they 
are good people and doing the right thing. 
This is a show that will make viewers feel 
a variety of emotions, from laughter and 
then sorrow.

The midseason finale left things off 
with a nail-biting, heart-wrenching cliff-
hanger that will keep everyone wondering 
what happens next until the series returns 
on Jan. 10 with all new episodes.

by Gabby Barnes
Respected by many, but misunderstood 

by most, rapper Kanye West is known for being 
considerably candid about his psychological is-
sues in his music. Nevertheless, fans were still 
shocked when West was admitted to UCLA 
Medical Center on Nov. 21. 

At first, the media reported 
that West was hospitalized due to 
temporary psychosis from sleep 
deprivation and dehydration. 
However, as he spent more time 
in the hospital, loyal fans won-
dered if his condition was more 
serious than he let on. As sources 
gathered more information, we 
finally learned the full truth. 

This past October, Kim 
Kardashian West, Kanye’s wife, 
was the victim of a potentially 
fatal robbery. While staying at 
the Hôtel de Pourtalès in Paris, two French men 
snuck into her hotel room, zip-tied and duct 
taped her wrists and ankles to a chair stealing 
$11 million worth of jewelry. . 

After the robbery, Kanye constantly had 
nightmares and buried himself in work. For 
weeks, he would resist going to sleep; working 
on designs for his Yeezus fashion line, pacing 
and doing push-ups. He would randomly go off 
on rants both in the privacy of his home and in 
front of thousands of fans at his concerts. For 
example, right before he cancelled the remain-
der of his tour, Kanye performed a monologue 
at his concert that insulted his so-called friends, 
Jay-Z and Beyoncé. 

In addition to Kardashian’s robbery, 
November marked the anniversary of West’s 
mother’s death. On Nov. 10, 2007, Donda West, 
passed away due to complications from a recent 
plastic surgery. Last year in an interview with 

Q magazine, he was very open and vulnerable. 
When asked what things he had sacrificed to 
achieve such great success, Kanye simply re-
plied that he gave up time with his mom.

“If I had never moved to L.A. she’d be 
alive,” Kanye said. 

This was the first interview in which 
West publicly blamed himself 
for his mother’s death. 

In his recent album 
entitled “The Life of Pablo,” 
which most people view as 
one of his best, Kanye openly 
admits about his depression. 

“You ain’t never seen 
nothing crazier than this 
[explicit] when he off his 
Lexapro” Kanye’s lyrics in 
“FML” said.

That’s exactly what 
happened to him. Lexapro is 

an antidepressant that Kanye has rapped about 
taking ever since his mother’s death. According 
to TMZ, Kanye stopped taking his usual dosage 
of his medication, causing him to act “crazy.” 
After being treated for nine days, West was 
released from UCLA Medical Center. Since 
then, he has spent most of his time with his kids, 
North and Saint West. 

Clearly, Kanye is going through a tough 
time. The fact that the woman he loves was in 
danger without his protection obviously trig-
gered a feeling of helplessness, similar to how  
he felt after his mother’s death. Though he has 
openly expressed these feelings in interviews 
and songs, people still fail to understand and 
acknowledge the seriousness of his mental 
health issues. Until people realize the severe 
effects that mental disorders can have,  many 
will continue to view Kanye merely as a “crazy” 
person who needs help.

nBC’s new Hit

by Sarah Krevans
On Sunday Nov. 20, 2016, the 44th an-

nual American Music Awards (AMAs) aired 
live on the ABC television network. This event, 
held at the Microsoft theater in Los Angeles was 
hosted by Victoria’s Secret model Gigi Hadid 
and actor/comedian Jay Pharoah. Many famous 
faces turned out for this celebration of today’s 
musical culture. Stars such as Lady Gaga, Heidi 
Klum, Selena Gomez, John Legend and Ariana 
Grande walked the red carpet showing off 
their glamorous attire. While some celebrities 
mesmerized viewers with bold dresses, classic 
gowns and chic looks, others neglected the spot, 
either taking their styles a step too far or not quite 
stepping up enough for the upscale celebration. 

Supermodel Hadid opened the American 
Music Awards with an unexpected impression. 
During the show’s opener with co-host Pharaoh, 
Hadid premiered a meme inspired impression 
of soon-to-be first lady Melania Trump. The 
impression drew some  laughs from the audi-
ence, but not so much on social media.

Bruno Mars opened the show with a toe-
tapping rendition of his latest hit “24k Magic” 
while hosts Hadid and Pharaoh entertained 
the crowed with hilarious 
jokes. Popular artists, Ri-
hanna and Drake, went into 
the night with a record 7 
and 13 nominations. Some 
of Rihanna’s nominations 
included nods for Female 
Artist of the Year, Favorite 
Pop/Rock Female Artist 
and Favorite Soul/R&B 
Album, and Drake was 
nominated for Favorite 

Pop/Rock Male Artist, Favorite Pop/Rock 
Album and many more awards. Drake brought 
his proud dad as his plus one to the spectacular 
event. At the beginning of the show, the rapper 
won the award for Favorite Rap/Hip-Hop Al-
bum and gave a shout out to actress Nina Dobrev 
who presented him with his award. Drake also 
debuted a new Apple commercial during the 
show, which featured him working out and lip 
syncing to Taylor Swift’s “Bad Blood” in return 
to Taylor Swift’s Apple commercial starring 
herself singing Drake’s hit song “Jumpman” 
and comically falling on the treadmill.

Recently splitting from the popular band 
One Direction, Niall Horan took the AMA stage 
to perform his first solo single, “This Town,” 
upon a beautifully carpeted circular platform in 
an elegant outfit. Horan got the chance to show 
off his beautiful vocals as he sang this sweet 
acoustic tune. 

The annual American Music Awards 
connects the artists with their followers during 
a time where the musicians cannot truly win 
without their devoted fans. The AMAs applaud 
the popular music of today and put on a show 
that all viewers find very entertaining.

by Rachel Miller
The debut of ABC’s new hit drama 

“Designated Survivor” has truly left fans on 
the edge of their seats, desperately awaiting 
the next episode. 

In episode one, the action begins when 
the Capitol building explodes during a State of 
the Union address. Tom Kirkman, the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development, was not 
in attendance at the State of the 
Union address. Tom Kirkman 
was fired from his position 
earlier that day. Once he re-
ceived the news of the Capitol 
building’s explosion, he also 
received news that he would be 
the new president of the United 
States, as he was deemed the 
designated survivor. Because 
of the tragic explosion, Kirk-
man now has to take up all the 
responsibilities of the president.

In the second episode, the show becomes 
even more intriguing when a survivor from the 
explosion is found.

Throughout the season, Tom Kirkman 
struggles in dealing with personal issues 
involving his family. He is married to Alex 
Kirkman, a lawyer for the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission, and they have 
two children, Leo and Penny. Now known as 
President Kirkman, Tom now deals with the 
challenges of civil rights issues in the state of 
Michigan, and the seizing of an American spy 
in Russia. In addition, the show focuses on the 
many political struggles he faces, such as terror 
groups admitting to the bombing of the Capitol. 
Eventually, Majid Nassar, the main suspect for 

the bombing was captured and held in United 
States custody, but the rest is left for viewers to 
interpret on their own.

The star of the show, Kiefer Sutherland, 
who plays Tom Kirkman, starred in the Fox 
drama series “24” in 2001. His role in “Desig-
nated Survivor” is his largest role since “24” and 
reviews have been raving about him. 

“As equal parts action and drama, and 
giving Kiefer Sutherland one of 
the best roles of his career, ‘Des-
ignated Survivor’ is the season’s 
first sure thing,” The San Fran-
cisco Chronicle said. “Make that 
‘Designated’ sure thing.”

 The reviews on “Des-
ignated Survivor” so far have 
been exceptional, with a Rotten 
Tomatoes rating of 85 percent. 
The New York Times provided 
a hopeful outlook for the re-

mainder of Designated Survivor’s premiering 
season. 

“…this is a perfect role for Mr. Suther-
land, and tuning in to see him save the country 
each week may be one of the new TV season’s 
prime guilty pleasures,” a New York Times 
article said.  

 Many questions remain unanswered 
on “Designated Survivor” so far this season. 
Who is responsible for the attack on the White 
House? Why was Majid Nassar murdered, and 
by whom? How will Tom Kirkman help the 
U.S. rebuild following the destruction of its 
entire government? Stay tuned 10 p.m. Wednes-
days on ABC to find out the answer to these 
questions, and to understand the rave reviews 
behind this new brilliant television show. 

awarDs For Days

By Andrea Valero By Kaylyn Forbes

By Andrea Valero
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By Leila Xu
Music is a crucial aspect of Ameri-

can education. One of the best ways to 
ensure that this component of learning 
is satisfied is to have it taught first-hand 
by an accomplished musician who can 
offer much guidance, experience and 
expertise. Calum Pasqua, the orchestra 
teacher at G.W. Hewlett High School, is 
a prime example of how the instruction 
of a multi-talented musician can have 
an incomparable inf luence on students.

 Having taught in Hewlett High 
School for over 15 years, Pasqua has 
undoubtedly accumulated an impressive 
amount of musical teaching experience.

 “My performing l ife makes 
me a better teacher while my teach-
ing life makes me a better performer,” 
Pasqua said. “When I play music with 
great musicians, it trains my ears to be 
responsive and detailed. It allows me 
to bring that ethic of listening into the 
classroom. I become more enthusiastic 
about detail with the student groups. On 
the other hand, my teaching experiences 
permeate into my performance career in 
a more social way. I have so many dif-
ferent types of learners and personali-
ties in my classroom that patience and 
understanding is paramount. To be a 
great musician, who is constantly called 
for more work, it takes openness and 
patience to understand other players’ 
styles and even their energy.” 

 Of the many instruments that 
Pasqua has mastered, his proficiency in 
playing the bagpipes stood out. On Sept. 
24, Pasqua received an invitation to per-
form at Carnegie Hall along with other 
renowned musicians. The proceeds of 

this performance went to the Concert for 
Hope Charity, an event that fundraises 
for the homeless of New York City. This 
organization provides peace and hope 
to communities that struggle to battle 
st reet violence, 
war and a loss of 
safety. Attendees 
donated to  the 
fund in exchange 
for  an even ing 
of  c ap t iva t i ng 
ente r t a i n ment , 
in music genres 
varying from op-
era to rock.

 O n  t h e 
day of his perfor-
mance,  Pasqua 
rehearsed brief ly 
backstage with 
the res t  of  the 
musicians. Sound 
check took into 
account essential 
elements such as 
volu me,  power 
and energy while 
performers prepared for the event. 

 “The backstage energy of Carn-
egie is very intense,” Pasqua recalled. 
“The crews are very professional and 
time is of the essence. It was my first 
time to play in Carnegie and I decided 
to just have fun. If I enjoy myself, others 
will surely enjoy my music.”

 On his cue, Pasqua marched up 
from the back, stunning the audience 
with the power and volume of his bag-
pipes. Dressed in the traditional regalia 
of the culture, he filled the room with 

Pasqua’s Got it in the BaG(PiPes)

By Lindsay Cohn
There are nights where students watch 

game shows on television such as “Jeopardy!” 
and “Wheel of Fortune,” contemplating how 
individuals actually become contestants. For 
G.W. Hewlett High School senior Alec Fisch-
thal, becoming a contestant on a gameshow 
became reality from Nov. 9-22.  Fischthal 
participated in Jeopardy! Teen Tournament and 
placed First Runner-Up.

One of Fischthal’s goals in life was to be 
a contestant on “Jeopardy!.” Fischthal’s journey 
as a contestant began in March of 2016 when 
his parents received a phone call confirming 
that he was selected as 1 of 15 participants for 
the Jeopardy! Teen Tournament. 

“When they called me, I completely lost 
it,” Fischthal said. “I remember actually jump-
ing up and down, running around the classroom 
yelling that I was going to be on ‘Jeopardy!.’ I 
couldn’t believe it.”

Fischthal  had been looking toward this 
call since he was initially rejected from “Jeop-
ardy!” in January of 2015. The next year, when 
he was given the opportunity to audition to be-
come a Teen Tournament contestant, Fischthal 
took the auditioning exam, not expecting much 
from it. Later that year, in March, Fischthal 
was sent an email asking him to audition for 
the second round.

The audition consisted of two sections; 
a 50-question short answer test and a 50-clue 
section where each clue had to be answered 
within a time period of 8 seconds.  Fischthal 
then participated in a mock game put together 
by the producers of “Jeopardy!.” Interviews also 
took place, where the kids had to speak about 
themselves in front of the other kids and say 
what they would do with the money. 

Who is alec Fischthal?
the semifinal round since both contestants won 
the previous day and his competitor, Emily, 
was known for being very good on the buzzer. 
Fischthal again was able to dominate this game 
by a significant margin, until Emily got a Daily 
Double question correct, which doubled her 
score and tied her with Fischthal. Fischthal 
was strategic when deciding how much money 
to put in for Final Jeopardy, realizing that if 
he wagered $15,201, he would be able to beat 
Emily by a dollar. However, all contestants 

got the question wrong, 
giving Fischthal the win 
once again. Next, Fischthal 
would compete against the 
strongest competitors in 
the Final Championship. 

Even though all 
three competitors wanted 
to take home the $100,000 
grand prize, having the 
opportunity to participate 
in the Finals round of the 
Teen Tournament was a 

huge accomplishment for these teens, making 
them realize the real importance of the game: 
the experience.

“By that point, however, I think all of 
us were just happy to have made it that far,” 
Fischthal said. “We recognized and respected 
the abilities of our fellow competitors.”

The first game of the final round was a 
tough one for Fischthal, which made him ner-
vous for the second and final game. Fischthal 
had a large gap to make up for on the second 
day, and he fought hard to close the gap as 
much as possible. In fact, Fischthal actually 
won the second game with a score of $26,500. 
Even with Fischthal winning the second game, 

Sharath, one of Fischthal’s competitors, made 
a smart wager which had him win the entire 
game by one dollar.

Although Fischthal was not the overall 
winner, it is still incredible that he was able to 
be as successful as he was. Fischthal was the 
First Runner-Up of the Tournament and was 
awarded $50,000.

Fischthal is beyond appreciative of the 
experience because he was given the chance 
to live his dreams.

“All in all, the takeaway message to get 
across is that Jeopardy was a life changing 
experience,” Fischthal said. “I was so happy 
to have had the chance to live out a childhood 
dream of mine, especially one that I never 
thought would actually happen.”

The people Fischthal met and the expe-
riences he had were not forgotten after he left 
Washington D.C. Fischthal still keeps in touch 
with the 14 other contestants he met while on 
the show. Fischthal additionally did not expect 
for so many people to approach him to talk 
about his experience.

“It is also really incredible that random 
people have recognized me walking around 
and stopped to talk,” Fischthal said. 

Aside from Jeopardy, Fischthal has 
many accomplishments within the Hewlett 
High School community. Fischthal was a Sie-
mens Competition Semifinalist, a Finalist at 
the Intel International Science and Engineering 
Fair, the Small School Division Champion for 
the National History Bowl in 2015 and was a 
Quarterfinalist in the National History Bee 
in 2016.

Fischthal’s experience is something that 
will forever be remembered, and he without a 
doubt will be successful in his future endeavors.

Once the audition was over, Fischthal 
was hesitant to hope that he would make it 
beyond the audition period. 

“I didn’t expect much after the audition 
- I was in a room full of super smart people 
and there were about 15 other rooms across 
the country,” Fischthal said. “I was completely 
surprised when I found out that I was selected.” 

Fischthal’s experience on the show be-
gan directly after the Hewlett High School Mu-
sic Trip to Disney in April. Jeopardy flew him 
directly from Orlando 
to Washington D.C., 
as the show took place 
at the historically sig-
nificant DAR Consti-
tution Hall. The taping 
of the show took three 
days, with the first day 
consisting of shooting 
promotional videos 
around the city.

The first day of 
taping consisted of 
5 quarterfinal games, with Fischthal’s game 
played third. The quarterfinals turned out to 
be a successful game for Fischthal, because he 
was able to hold a substantial lead compared to 
his competitors. 

“I knew going into the game that I 
wanted to get out to a lead and not have to 
worry about betting during Final Jeopardy,” 
Fischthal said. “By the time Final Jeopardy 
rolled around, I had more than double my next 
closest competitor’s score, allowing me to bet 
$0 and still move on to the Semis.”

The Semifinals and the Finals were both 
taped the following day. Fischthal was nervous 
upon finding out who his competitors were for 

is held annually in Scotland, with an 
invite-only entry into the event. Only 
those who have won major solo competi-
tions throughout the year were invited 
to participate. Winning first place that 
year, Pasqua was asked to perform again 
this year. Along with 20 other former 
winners of the competition, Pasqua 
traveled to Scotland to showcase his 
musical talent during Halloween week-
end. The performance was hosted in the 
Blair Castle, home to the 12th Duke of 
Atholl. Dating back to the 18th century, 
weekly dancing occurred in the castle, 
with days filled with various musical 
performances and events. In a way, this 
tradition still holds true today. 

 “I attended this year and the 
event was magical,” Pasqua said. “The 
castle itself was constructed in 1049 AD 
and is still used today. It is a beautiful 
backdrop the watch and listen to per-
formers.”

 Pasqua’s enriched background 
has clearly affected students attending 
Hewlett High School. In fact, many of 
his students see him as a true  role model 
as a musician and educator.

 “[Pasqua] is intelligent and hard-
working,” Sagar Chinnappala ’17 said. 
“Above all, he loves his students. He is 
an amazing teacher and has made first 
period an enjoyable time for my high 
school career.”

 Hewlet t High School is for-
tunate to be provided the opportunity 
to learn from such an accomplished 
musician. Calum Pasqua is truly an in-
spiration to all aspiring musicians and 
continues to set great examples as a role 
model and respected performer.

Scottish melodies and spirited tunes. 
The concert sold out, raising thousands 
of dollars for those in need. 

 “When collective talents are 
pooled together for the love of char-

i t y,  i t  ma kes 
the event even 
more touching 
and heartfelt,” 
Pa s q u a  s a id . 
“ Pe r f o r m i n g 
one’s gif t  for 
the benef it of 
others is d if-
ferent than get-
ting a paycheck 
at  the end of 
the night. This 
p a y m e n t  i s 
more grat ify-
ing,  k nowing 
that  you r ex-
pertise is both 
respected and 
a p p r e c i a t e d 
whi le ra ising 
funds for those 
in need.”

 While Pasqua was nervous, at 
the end of the day, he realized that the 
nerves were all for nothing. All who 
at tended enjoyed the music and ap-
preciated the Scottish culture that was 
integrated within the performance. 

 Not surprisingly, this is not the 
only instrument that Pasqua can play. In 
2007, he was the first American to be 
invited to compete in the Glenfiddich 
Fiddle Championship. Founded by the 
Glenfiddich Distillery, this competition 
features the bagpipes and the fiddle. It 

Photo Contributions by Calum Pasqua

Photo Contributions by Alec Fischthal
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EvEry Buddy dancE now!
All of the faculty and students danced to these 
songs and were even able to learn dances they 
did not know before.

Students enjoyed participating in mul-
tiple group activities, including the conga line 
and singing all together in a circle. The night 
gave students the opportunity to meet and 
interact with new people. 

 “This was my first time attending the 
Fall Dance, and I am so glad I went,” Anna Te-
vzadze ’18, Co-Vice President of Bulldog Bud-
dies, said. 
“I was able 
to interact 
w i t h  t he 
kids that I 
work with 
in a whole 
new way 
and spend 
some qual-
i t y  t i m e 
with them. 
The kids re-
ally seemed to enjoy dancing, spending time 
with their friends, eating the food, and playing 
the party games that the Leader’s Club had 
arranged. I think that this dance is a very 
valuable activity for the students and I hope 
it can continue on in the future.” 

The night was an amazing experience 
for the  Lifeskills students, the Bulldog Bud-
dies and Leaders Club Members.

“It was a pleasure to work with the 
kids in order to prepare them for the dance, 
and it all paid off that night,” Tevzadze said. 
“Being in the Bulldog Buddies program has 
allowed me to make new friends, and have so 
much fun with the kids every week. We do 
activities, make food, play games, and just get 
to know each other in the club. It is always a 

by Chloe Van Steertegem
On Nov. 3,  the Hewlett Leaders Club 

hosted its annual Fall Dance in the high school 
gymnasium from 6-8 p.m. The dance was 
organized by Abby Samlin, Melissa Pantelis, 
Ann Cornell and students who participate 
in Bulldog Buddies and the Leaders Club. 
It welcomed students of all abilities into a 
social setting where they could interact and 
have fun. 

The G.W. Hewlett High School gym 
was transformed into a fall extravaganza, 
with Halloween candy on every table and 
fall-themed artwork displayed throughout 
the room. 

Typically, the Bulldog Buddies visit 
Ms. Cornell’s class every other Wednesday 
to spend time with the students and interact 
with them. The Bulldog Buddies also teamed 
up with the Leaders Club to fundraise for 
events the students could participate in. This 
particular night was special, as the volunteers 
and students spent time together dancing and 
singing to popular music.

The night began with all students 
walking down a red carpet with the Lead-
ers Club members and Bulldog Buddies 
cheering the students on as they entered the 
dance. The vibrant mood of the dance was 
set as members from both clubs worked to 
keep the dance running. All participants 
enjoyed dancing, singing, and eating the food 
provided. The Bulldog Buddies and Leaders 
Club Students from Lynbrook High School 
and other neighboring towns also stopped by 
the dance, giving Hewlett students the chance 
to make some new friends and interact with 
new students. 

At the dance, students excitedly ran up 
to the DJ, requesting fun songs, including the  
“Cotton Eye Joe” and “All About That Bass.” 

fun part of my week.”
Ms. Cornell, who teaches many of 

the students who participated in the dance, 
stresses how important this dance is for 
her students and how much this one night 
impacts them. 

“The goals of the dance are to provide 
the students with the opportunity to engage 
in age appropriate social interactions with 
peers,” Cornell said. “The peer models act as 
positive influences for the students with dis-

abilities, 
p rov id -
ing sup-
port and 
guidance 
on hav-
ing fun, 
dancing 
and talk-
ing with 
friends.” 

T h i s 
year,  the 

dance did just that by allowing for students 
in the program to interact with new people, 
even from other schools, and maybe even 
make some new friends. The dance created a 
comfortable, supportive and safe environment 
for socializing and having a nice time, while 
taking the needs of the students into account. 

“Most of the students look forward to 
the dance,” Cornell said. “We practice for 
weeks before on how to engage in conversa-
tions, what to converse about and how to 
greet and meet new and old friends.  In gym 
and in class, we work on dancing and singing 
popular songs so the students are familiar 
with what to expect during the dance.  The 
students are all excited to come and have fun 
with their friends.  We have the date marked 

on our class calendar and they count down 
the days with anticipation.” 

It is important for high schools to hold 
events similar to the Fall Dance, as all stu-
dents are impacted by the event.

“All the students, both with and without 
disabilities benefit from the dance, as do the 
staff members who attend,” Cornell said. “As 
a mother of 3 teenagers, I know how impor-
tant socialization and social interactions are 
for children at this age.  Our students with 
disabilities do not have many opportunities to 
interact with other teens doing what teens do. 
The dance is just one way we can provide the 
students with disabilities the chance to have a 
fun time with their peers.  The dance is also 
important for the student leaders and buddies 
who attend.  They work so hard to make sure 
the other students are having fun.  Empathy 
and understanding of people who are diverse 
and different is an important life lesson, and 
the dance, as well as being involved in the 
Leaders Club and Bulldog Buddies provides 
an invaluable opportunity for students to 
learn and grow in ways that cannot be learned 
in a classroom.”

The fall dance this year was a large 
success for all of the students who attended. 
Throughout the night, the big smiles on 
the students’ faces spoke for themselves, 
emphasizing the meaning an event like this 
one can have. 

In the future, these events should con-
tinue in order to encourage compassion in our 
community, as well as to give the students, 
like those in Ms. Cornell’s class, the chance 
to interact with their peers in new and fun 
ways. More events like this one will take 
place throughout the remainder of the school 
year, including Field Day, which is a highly 
anticipated event for all students.

a virtual [EntEr]PrizE for SuccESS 
by Shanzeh Sadiq

Traditionally, teachers will lecture 
and give out handouts when teaching their 
students. Students are then expected to 
know the material for future tests through 
hard work and dedication. Of course, this 
method has been successful for many 
students. In other cases, schools have 
developed other types of classes where 
students do not just follow this traditional 
method of learning, but instead learn 
through creative methods, such as reen-
acting real-life situations in jobs. 

Evidently, G.W. Hewlet t High 
School’s Virtual Enterprise diverges 
from traditional learning as students 
instead run a “virtual business” in order 
for them to understand how real-life 
businesses work. On Nov. 18 from first 
period to the middle of ninth, CEO Alex 
May ’17, President of Sales Jake Zeidman 
’17, Manager of Technology Emmanuel 
Furman ’17, CFO Elliot Breslav ’17, Vice 
President of Marketing Lori Matza ’17 
and Vice President of Human Resources 
Shana Bernstein ’17, received the op-
portunity to learn more about how to 
run a business by attending a trade fair 
at Hofstra University.

The students enrolled in Virtual 
Enterprise run a firm known as ROC 
Security. Students hold executive and 
managerial positions within technology, 
human resources, sales and marketing. 
The objective is to sell residential, on-
line, commercial and personal security 
to customers. Additionally, Ms. Cornell’s 
class helps the Virtual Enterprise class by 
creating advertisements for ROC Secu-

rity, something of which the entire team 
genuinely values. This year, students 
partnered with major com-
panies such as Google, 
ADT and Life Watch 
USA. 

During the Hof-
s t r a  Un iver si t y 
Trade Fai r,  the 
s t udent s  i n t e r-
acted with other 
Vi r t ua l  Ente r-
prise high school 
classes, al-
lowing all 
to illustrate 
their abili-
ties in glob-
al business, 
e n t r e p r e -
neu r sh ip, 
p r o b l e m 
s o l v i n g , 
p e r s o n a l 
f i n a n c e s 
and tech-
n o l o g y . 
T he  s t u -
dents were 
also able 
to improve 
their abilities on how to pitch their prod-
ucts and sell them, as they gave “elevator 
pitches,” or thirty seconds to discuss why 
someone should invest in ROC Security. 
This practice also prepared Virtual Enter-
prise students for the greatly anticipated 
Long Island Trade Fair in January.

“The students at Hofstra Trade Fair en-

joyed interacting with members of other 
firms and obtaining real world experienc-

es,” Ronald  Remick, the teacher 
of the Virtual Enterprise 

course, said. “They are 
now busy preparing for 
the Long Island Trade 
Fair in January and are 
excited to break more 
records!” 

Although the stu-
dents d id receive 

some reject ion 
from the cus-

tomers at the 
t r a d e  f a i r , 
t h e y  we r e 
s t i l l  a b l e 
to gain the 
experience 
they want-
ed. The stu-
dents ,  for 
i n s t a n c e , 
m a d e 
deals with 
other high 
s c h o o l s , 
s u c h 
a s  W e s t 

H e m p s t e a d 
High School. Overall, approximately 
$2.1 million in virtual security was made, 
which is a record for the class. Bernstein 
also made the most sales. 

“Attending the 2016 Virtual Enterprise 
Trade Fair at Hofstra University was a 
valuable experience that I will take with 
me in my future professional endeavors,” 

Bernstein said. “I am so appreciative of 
this fine school district for providing 
me with opportunities to obtain real life 
experiences.”

In addition to the trade fair, the Hofs-
tra Administration taught the attendees 
more about the stock trade. The students 
received a tour of Hofstra University, in-
cluding the chance to visit its stock trade 
room. It was a pleasurable and rewarding 
experience for all. 

“I really enjoyed all the additional 
activities during our trip to Hofstra Uni-
versity,” Breslav said. “I was able to ex-
pand my horizons not only with my fellow 
students from Virtual Enterprise, but also 
with Hofstra University’s administrators. 
I am extremely grateful that I was able to 
attend this trip and hope have the same 
kind of  experiences in the future, like 
the Long Island Trade Fair taking place 
in January.”

Overall, opportunities that our school 
provides for us are truly valuable, giving 
students experiences that positively im-
pact their futures. The Virtual Enterprise 
class is anxious for the regional trade fair 
that takes place in January, as it should 
be a successful one for ROC Security. 

“I personally liked how it [the trip] 
let me experience what a trade fair is 
like since I’ve never been to one before,” 
Matza said. “I enjoyed this trip and I can’t 
wait for the next one in January.”

 There is no doubt that the Virtual 
Enterprise class will continue to have 
success not only within the classroom, 
but during future trips, such as the Long 
Island Trade Fair.

Photo Contributions by Abby Samlin

Art by Andrea Valero
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by Janna Bickoff
There is no doubt that Internet us-

ers have access to a plethora of videos 
to “binge-watch.” Many of these videos 
are of challenges: fun and sometimes 
peculiar activities, such as dancing 
to a popular song or attempting to eat 
something unusual. New challenges 
are constantly created and posted on-
line for Internet users to enjoy or even 
recreate by themselves or with friends 
and family.              

Most recently, Internet users have 
been either participating in or watching 
the craze known as the “Mannequin 
Challenge.” This particular challenge 
requires a group of people to stand in 
different positions as if each participant 
was a store mannequin. An elected par-
ticipant walks around the scene slowly 
and records the still “mannequins” with 
his or her phone, in hopes that they do 
not move in the slightest. At the same 
time, the song “Black Beatles” by Rae 
Sremmurd plays in the background of 
the video.

“I heard about the Mannequin 
Challenge from a friend and it’s been 

blowing up on every social media plat-
form from what I’ve noticed,” Michelle 
Schwartzman ’18 said. “The song’s 
catchy and there’s nothing offensive to it 
so if given the opportunity I would defi-
nitely want to be a part of the experience 
and think that it could be a lot of fun.” 

The Mannequin Challenge origi-
nated in October 2016 when high school 
classes across the United States began 
posting videos of the act online.  Internet 
users of different ages and backgrounds 
continuously shared these videos across 
social media websites, sparking the mas-
sive popularity of the new challenge. 
Soon, even  celebrities began recording 
their own versions of the challenge. 

“Just like ALS Bucket Challenge, 
the Cinnamon Challenge, the whip and 
the Bottle Flipping Challenge, the Man-
nequin Challenge has taken the modern 
world by storm,” Layla Elkoulily ’17 
said. “I did not really think much of it 
until I saw Ellen [DeGeneres] do it. If El-
len does something, surely it is meaning-
ful. Also, I recently saw a Korean band 
do the Mannequin Challenge. It is very 
interesting to see how the globalized 

world can connect 
over a fad.”

No two versions 
of  the Man nequin 
Challenge are alike, 
perhaps due to the 
varying positions of 
the mannequins in 
each video.  While 
some people opt to 
position themselves 
in a casual way: pre-
tending to eat, speak 

Holiday Crossword Puzzle 

to friends or even talk on the phone, 
others position themselves in intricate 
ways in order to impress their viewers 
or just to be funny. 

In George W. Hewlett High School, 
for example, sports teams took on the 
challenge.  The Girls’ Gymnastics Team 
created a video consisting of teammates 
posing in gymnastic stances. Similarly, 
the Girls’ Cheerleading Team also par-
ticipated in the challenge.

“We thought that doing the Man-
nequin Challenge would be a fun thing 
to do as a team,” Avani Lall ’18 said. 
“We just wanted to show what a typical 
practice looks like in a funny way.” 

Additionally, Ann Cornell’s class 
and the Bulldog Buddies made their 
own version of the challenge, featuring 
students positioned performing their fa-
vorite activities. Participants agreed that 
the video resulted in memories made. 

“After watching videos of the 
[Mannequin] Challenge, the kids were 
really motivated and excited to film it.” 
Emily Krull ’17, the president of Bulldog 
Buddies, said. 

Ogden Elementary School’s stu-
dents even  stood in unique poses in 
the school’s gymnasium, as a teacher 
recorded the entire scene to create their 
own take on the Challenge. 

The Mannequin Challenge reached 
a peak during Thanksgiving. During 
Thanksgiving 2016, many families 
decided to participate in the challenge. 
Grandparents, kids, aunts and uncles 
alike positioned themselves as if they 
were talking, laughing and eating for a 
memorable video. 

“I saw how happy [the families 

who made the Mannequin Challenge 
videos] were, and I wanted to join in 
so that I can connect with my family,” 
Samin Khallaghi ’17 said. 

Additionally, members of the Jew-
ish organization BBYO chose to hold 
their own Mannequin Challenge during 
a regional convention in Upstate New 
York on Dec. 4, hoping to hold the record 
for the largest number of participants. 
Hundreds of members participated in 
the challenge, which required several 
people to record the scene. 

“[The Mannequin Challenge] was 
a really great experience,” Ally Heyman 
’20 said.  “I was expecting the people to 
organize a Mannequin Challenge since 
it is really popular, and we were in a 
room of many people. The video came 
out really cool, and I am glad I was able 
to take part of the challenge.”

Aside f rom just watching the 
videos of the Mannequin Challenge, 
individuals have also enjoyed listening 
to “Black Beatles.”

“I really hope the Mannequin 
Challenge does not ruin the song or 
make the artist a one hit wonder like 
Rick Astley did,” Elkoulily said. “If 
anything, [the song] will be like ‘Let 
Me Take a Selfie’ [by the Chainsmok-
ers] where the artist grew and made 
more music.”

It is safe to assume that The Man-
nequin Challenge is an overall success. 
Perhaps in 2017, Internet users will 
continue to develop more amusing chal-
lenges to watch and try by themselves  
or with loved ones. Until then, hopefully 
there will be more Mannequin Challenge 
videos for the rest of the 2016 year. 

THaT CHallenge is a real Crowd Pleaser
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SeniorS BoyS Lead BaSketBaLL to SucceSS  
by Mychael Schnell 

It’s that time of the year again. Snow cov-
ers the roads like a blanket, people bundle up in 
fluffy jackets and holiday decorations illuminate 
the town from street to street; the joyous feel-
ings of the holiday season fill the air. However, 
inside the halls of Hewlett High School, holi-
day season is not the main interest of students. 
Rather, it is basketball season. The team finished 
with a 12-9 overall record in their 2015-2016 
campaign. Under the leadership of head coach 
Bill Dubin and a slew of experienced seniors, 
the boys are destined for success.

“I hope this team follows our Team 
Theme: play hard. Play smart. Play together,” 
Dubin said.

On and off the court the team is led by 
senior captain Zach Bromfeld. Bromfeld, the 
center who scored a total 225 points last season, 
averaging 11.8 per game, is expected to play 
an integral part of the Bulldog’s offense as 
well as defense. Fellow seniors include Logan 
Steinberg, Wyatt McMahon and Jordan Carlo. 
Steinberg, who averaged 5 points per game 
last season, is back on the court as the starting 
point guard. McMahon is making a return to 
the hardwood after a successful All-County 
wrestling season last winter. Carlo, making his 
rookie appearance this season, is also expected 
to perform well for the team.

“I expect the seniors to be models of, 
and to lead in following our Team Theme,” 
Dubin said.

In addition to upperclassmen, there is a 
variety of underclassmen who are stepping up 
as strong players on the court. Luca Preziosi ’18 
is a familiar face to Hewlett basketball. Starting 
on varsity as a freshman, Preziosi is a veteran 

when it comes to Bulldog hoops. After averag-
ing 9.4 points last season, Preziosi is expected 
to continue his hard work on the court. Next 
to Preziosi is sophomore Alyjah Hill. Hill, a 
guard, is unstoppable on the court- he can drive 
to the basket, hit jump shots and set up passes. 
Averaging 16.2 points per game last season, Hill 
is expected to deliver on the court this winter. 

The boys kicked off their season on Dec. 
3 in a non-league game against Sewanhaka High 
School. After four quarters of  an alternating lead 
between the Bulldogs and the Indians, Hewlett 
secured the win, 58-48. Bromfeld kicked off his 
senior season with 23 points, 12 rebounds and 
6 blocks. Mannino contributed with 11 points 
and 11 boards. Preziosi recorded 9 points and 

WreStLing takeS it to the Mat

10 assists, while Barry snuck in 8 points, Carlo 
sunk four points and grabbed 10 rebounds and 
Steinberg helped out with 3 points.

Carrying the momentum from their 
season opener, the boys took on St. John the 
Baptist  on the home court. The Cougars kept 
the game competitive in the first half, leading 
the Bulldogs 29-26 at halftime. However, in 
the second half, the Bulldogs took control of 
the game, going on a 39-17 run and achieving 
a 65-46 victory. 

On Dec. 9 the boys achieved their third 
win of the season in a close game against the 
Long Beach Marines, 59-51. The game went 
back and forth each quarter, but the Bulldogs 
were able to hold their own in the fourth quarter 
and ice the win.

Currently, The walls of the Hewlett High 
School gymnasium are decorated with class 
homecoming banners and a piece of Hewlett 
Basketball history: the playoff banner. This ban-
ner records the bracket that the Hewlett Varsity 
Basketball team reached in past the playoffs, 
the sweet sixteen, elite eight and final four. 
However, one spot still remains blank: finals. 
This season, the varsity basketball team’s goal 
is to fill that spot by advancing to the finals, and 
bringing home the championship title.

As proved in the beginning weeks of their 
season, the 2016-2017 Hewlett Varsity Basket-
ball Team is going to be a force to be reckoned 
with. With a strong set of leading seniors, skilled 
underclassmen and experienced coaches, the 
Bulldogs are poised for success. Calling all 
fans—the dog pound is back and in full action. 
Be sure to check out the team’s schedule and 
come support them as they begin their quest to 
the county championship.

Boys’ BasketBall
Tues. 1/03 6:45 p.m.

aT. Division avenue HigH 
scHool

Fri. 1/06 7:00 p.m.
vs. WanTagH HigH scHool

Girls’ BasketBall
Tues. 1/03 6:30 p.m.

aT.  Division avenue HigH 
scHool

Fri. 1/06 4:30 p.m.
vs. WanTaugH HigH scHool

Co-ed BowlinG
THurs. 1/05 4:15 p.m.

aT oceansiDe HigH scHool    
aT BalDWin lanes

mon. 1/09 4:15 p.m.
aT FreeporT HigH scHool

aT BalDWin lanes

Boys’ swimminG
mon. 1/04 5:00 p.m.

aT. JericHo HigH scHool

Fri. 1/08 4:45 p.m.
vs. scHreiBer HigH scHool

Boys’ wrestlinG
WeD. 1/04 7:00 p.m.

vs. greaT neck norTH HigH 
scHool

Fri. 1/06 5:00 p.m.
aT. garDen ciTy HigH scHool

Co-ed FenCinG
WeD. 1/04 6:00 p.m.

aT colD spring HarBor HigH 
scHool

saT. 1/07 10:00 a.m
aT greaT neck norTH HigH 

scHool

Girls’ GymnastiCs
Fri. 1/06 5:00 p.m. 

aT. garDen ciTy HigH scHool

 
mon. 1/09 6:30 p.m. 

aT. carle place miDDle senior                                                                                                       
HigH scHool

upcoMing gaMeS

Senior David Borokhovich has been 
a large asset to the team since freshman 
year. Unfortunately, Borokhovich will find 
himself on the bench due to a concussion, 
hindering the team. However, he is hopeful 
that he will return to the matt before the 

season ends. 
“I know the team 

is working hard, prac-
ticing every day and 
pushing each other to 
the best of their ability,” 
Borokhovich said. “I am 
confident that we will be 
successful this season.”

Leading the Bull-
dogs on the coaching 
staff is Steve Jones, who 
has been at the helm of 
the program for the past 
five seasons. He has 
already produced six 
All-County wrestlers 
and four student athletes 
who are competing at 
the college level. Jones’ 
motto for the team since 
his arrival in 2011 has 
been “Believe.” The 
wrestlers believe that 
with Jones’ motiva-
tion and confidence in 
the team, goals will be 

achieved throughout the 
season.

“Coach Jones push-
es us each day to reach our full potential 
as a wrestler and has always been there 
for me throughout my years on the team,” 
Pincus said. 

The Bulldogs kick off their season 
on Jan. 1 against the Great Neck North 
Blazers. Be sure to check out the schedule 
and support the team for a great season! 

by Kristen DeCicco
The Hewlett Wrestling Team is re-

turning for another season in hopes of at-
taining conference and county titles. With 
opponents such as Manhasset, Seaford, 
Great Neck North, Garden City and Roo-
sevelt, the boys know that 
they will have to work 
hard and stay determined 
if they hope to attain suc-
cess. Although the team 
lost crucial wrestlers this 
year due to graduation 
and injuries, it is confi-
dent that many wrestlers 
will step up, fill the gaps 
and lead the team to vic-
tory this season.  

The squad is made 
up of many of younger 
athletes with considerable 
potential for future years 
to come. Consequently, 
this year is expected to 
be a growing year for the 
team, as they adjust and 
learn how to wrestle at 
the varsity level. 

The boys have been 
practicing every day 
since the beginning of 
November at the Wood-
mere Education Center, 
and are looking forward 
to matches beginning in 
December. The team works 
extremely hard for hours preparing for their 
opponents on the new mats they received 
this year. A gift from the Board of Edu-
cation, the new mats benefit the overall 
quality of practices and thus improve each 
player’s skill. 

Among the Bulldogs is captain Lucas 
Pincus ’17, returning as an All-County, All 

State and All Regional wrestler. Pincus is 
expected to lead the boys on the road to 
victory. In addition, significant contribu-
tions are expected from returning starters 
                   John Davis ’17, Manny Furman ’17 and 
Eddie O’Toole ’17, as well as underclass-

man Matt Kadosh ’19 and Michael Gordon 
’19. 

“The underclassmen have a lot of 
natural ability to wrestle and are going to 
do big things in the future,” Pincus said. 
“This year is more of a transitional period 
for the team, and I am hopeful that in the 
future the team will do big things.”

Photo Contributions by Scott McInnes
 Manny Furman ’17 looks to escape from a pin during a competi-
tive wrestling match.

Spectrum/Julia Grossman
 Zach Bromfeld ’17 goes up for a 
layup during a game against St. John the 
Baptist.
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by Kylie Halpern
Out in the bitter cold, with tons of 

layers on, the Girls’ Winter Track Team is 
preparing for what they are hoping to be 
another successful season. Here in Hewlett, 
when one thinks about school sports, what 
typically comes to mind is football, soccer, 
basketball and lacrosse. However, when you 
take a glance at the banners hanging up in 
the gym of Hewlett High School, it reveals 
that the Track Team has racked-up many ac-
colades. As a team, the girls have a very close 
bond, one of the factors that will contribute to 
their success this season. 

“The girls are looking to achieve an-
other successful season which is something 
they are very capable at doing,” Nicole Matza 
’17 said. “Although they haven’t had any 
meets yet, the team chemistry seems to be 
great and is a key to our success this season.”

The squad is led by coaches Stephen 
Honerkamp and Anthony Serravite, along 
with many talented returning seniors. Coach 
Honerkamp has high hopes for the season,

“I am hopeful for the upcoming sea-
son,” Honerkamp said. “We have a change 
to do great things and defend our title, but the 

kids have to be ready for it. It’s hard to win 
the championship, but it is even harder stay 
on top once you won it before.”

Although the squad lost key players 
to graduation last year, the senior captains, 
Nicole Matza, Lori Matza, Colette Davies and 
Jordana Yochai are ready to fill the gaps and 
start on the road to the county championships. 
In addition to the seniors, there are a plethora 
of underclassmen who are expected to add 
to the success of the season. Although many 
may think that the loss of graduated seniors 
will hurt the team, it is becoming apparent that 
the girls have strong leadership and skill and 
are ready to assume positions within the team.

“It is up to the juniors and seniors and 
their willingness to work and show the new 
kids how we roll,” Honerkamp said. “If the 
leaders lead we can do great things.”

The squad is working hard each day 
practice day,whether outside on the track or 
inside in the weight room.

In addition to their crossover meets, 
the team plans to attend invitationals, meets 
in which they compete against athletes from 
all over Long Island. This gives the girls the 
opportunity to develop better racing strategies 

and reach their goals for 
the season ahead.

The girls  are 
optomistic about the 
season, and are deter-
mined to defend their 
championship title. With 
the combination of tal-
ent, grit, hard work, and 
strong leadership from 
the upperclassmen, the 
girls will dominate the 
“race” to the top.

Girls run Past the rest

by David Silverman
After a long off-season, the girls are 

back on the hardwood for another season of 
Hewlett Basketball. After a long and tough 
2015-16 campaign, the girls are looking to 
improve from their 2-15 record. The team 
desires a different outcome from last year, 
and knows what they have to do in order to 
make this a reality. The girls share one com-
mon goal for the season: A shot in the playoffs 
and a run for the Championship. With this 
goal in mind, the girls are ready to get back to 
work and begin their path to the postseason. 

The team ended last season with a 49-
38 loss to Plainedge, finishing the season with 
a 1-2 non-league record and a 1-13 league 
record. Although last season ended without 
a playoff berth, the girls excelled at working 
together and practiced hard every day. 

After losing key players from last 
season, captains Jessica Keeler ’17 and Kylie 
Halpern ’17 are ready to fill the gaps and 
bring the girls to the top of their conference. 
Along with the captains, seniors Kristen 
DeCicco, Jessica Silberger, Alex Levy and 
Rebecca Crespo are stepping up to help lead 
the team.

In addition to the seniors, Coach Rich 
DeSanto is a leading figure on the team. He 
has ideal goals for the girls and strict plans 
for how to achieve these feats this season. 
Coach DeSanto is aware of what the team 
is capable of doing this year and knows 
that with hard work and practice it can and 
improve tremendously.

“This season is off to a great start,” 
DeSanto said. “The team has really improved 
during the off-season. The coaching staff 
has done a great job planning for games and 
practice. This year I want the team to build on 
its comradery. We want to make the playoffs 
and we are working for that now.” 

With the return of many players in-
cluding Keeler, Halpern, DeCicco, Silberger, 

Levy, Toni Oppenheim ’18, Mai Menache 
’18 and Samantha Panzarella ’19, the team 
looks ready to compete. These girls know that 
they are the backbone of the team and need 
to support each other if they want to win. 
They know how much easier and enjoyable 
the season will be if they join together and 
play like a team.

The girls have been working on their 
game during practice and throughout the 
offseason. They knows that their playoff goal 
will only be achieved through perfect efforts 
at practice each day. The girls are confident 
in their ability to unite as a team to achieve 
success.

“All the seniors are friends and we play 
well together and have close connections 
with the younger girls as well,” Keeler said. 
“I think we will have a better season this year 
compared to our past years.”

The team started off the season with 
a non-league game against Long Beach 
High School. The team fought until the final 
whistle, and unfortunately took a tough 43-
28 loss.

Regardless of the loss, there were 
many positives that came out of this matchup. 
The girls’ strong team chemistry was evident 
- they were all communicating well with 
each other and everybody seemed to know 
her respective role. The girls were working 
together to get to the hoop and find the open 
person for the shot, and their ball movement 
seemed to really work, enabling the girls 
to break the opponent’s defense and score 
points. With more practice over the course 
of the season, the girls can only improve on 
these aspects of the game.

There is a lot to look forward to this 
season for the Girls’ Varsity Basketball Team. 
The squad has a lot of potential to achieve 
big things and have a great season.  Be sure 
to catch the girls on the court, where they 
are destined to experience immense success.

Girls shoot for the Win

fencinG is “on Guard”

Spectrum/Alissa Feygis
 A Hewlett fencer dominates during a 
competitive match.

by Mychael Schnell 
The Hewlett Varsity Fencing Team is 

back and “on its guard” this season, ready 
to take on their competitive schedule. The 
team, bouncing back from a successful 
2015-16 campaign, is ready to work to-
wards their goals and improve upon last 
season.

With 46 students, this year marks the 
largest fencing team in Hewlett High School 
history. The team is led by coach Deirdre 
Chambers, an art teacher in Hewlett High 
School. Coach 
Chambers has 
led the fencing 
team for three 
years, and has 
high hopes for 
the upcoming  
season.

“ I  a m 
excited about 
the season,” 
C h a m b e r s 
said. “We have 
a lot of strong 
returning fenc-
ers and a lot of 
promising new fencers.”

In addition to Coach Chambers’ guid-
ance, there are several students who are 
showing strong leadership on and off the 
mat. Captains Emmanuel Cho ’18, Adam 
Roth ’19 and Nate Portnoy ’17 lead the 
boys’ squad, encouraging each fencer to 
perform their best during every match. Jus-
tin Ng ’18, Theo Tourneux ’19, Stav Corcos 
’18 and Harry McNeil ’19 also  play integral 
parts on the team. Cho and Ng, both Sabres, 
lead the team in wins. Roth and Tourneux 

contribute to these victories in Foil, while 
Portnoy, Corcos and McNeil are adding to 
the strength to the Epee category.

In addition to the boys’ squad, the 
girls are expected to perform well this sea-
son. The squad is led by captains Diana Felt-
man ’17, Gianna Josiah ’18 and Jada Letts 
’18. All three fencers represent different cat-
egories: Feltman is an epee, Josiah is a foil 
and Letts is sabre. The team is happy to see 
the return of Letts, who held the highest win 
rate in the 2015-2016 campaign. The girls 

kicked off their 
season on Dec. 
8 against Cold 
Spring Harbor 
High School. 
After several 
compet i t ive 
matches, the 
bulldogs came 
up victorious 
in a 17-11 vic-
tory.

“I think 
the boys are 
going to do 
really well,” 

Chambers said. “Emanuel Cho is a great 
teacher, fencer and leader and will help the 
bulldogs reach success.”

Both the Boys’ and Girls’ Varsity 
Fencing Teams have high hopes for this 
season. With a combination of strong up-
per and lower classmen coupled with an 
experienced coaching staff, both teams are 
destined for success. Be sure to catch the 
teams on the mat where they will “lunge” 
into every match with full determination 
to win.

Boys sWim to success
by Johnny Miller

After coming off a decent 2015-16 
campaign at 4-3 overall and 4-2 in their 
conference, the Boys’ Varsity Swim Team,  
will  hopefully win a Conference Champi-
onship this season. The boys have a lot of 
potential to excel this season--with many 
of their key swimmers returning, it is clear 
that they are poised for success. 

Coach Gregg Solnick has led the 
boys to solid seasons over the past three 
years. Over the past three seasons, the 
team has performed well, accumulating 
an overall record of 12-10, and a con-
ference record of 12-5. As in any other 
year, they have high expectations for 
the  upcom- ing season, 
with the ul-
timate goal 
of improv-
ing as a team.

The team is 
very experienced, 
despi te  having 
three freshmen on 
the roster, those three swim-
mers have  years of experience. Not 
only  were they on the middle school 
team for both 7th and 8th grade, but they 
have also and have swam for the Hewlett 
Club team. All three are expected to be 
contributors on this year’s team. They are 
very dedicated to improving as individual 
swimmers who can benefit the team as a 
whole. There are also a substantial amount 
of upperclassmen on the team. Senior 
Delano Townsend is expected to be a 
key contributor in the upcoming season. 
He has broken various school and club 
records and has been a lead swimmer 
since his freshman year on the varsity 
squad. Townsend is widely respected by 
his teammates and is a leader for the boys. 
His prominent stroke is freestyle, but also 

swims butterfly extremely well. He led 
the team last year, while also qualifying 
for the State Championships. Seniors 
Sarr Yona and Arik Sionov are also key 
leaders and swimmers for this years team. 
Yona swims freestyle almost exclusively, 
while Sionov swims both freestyle, and 
butterfly extremely well. Sionov, Yona, 
and Townsend are all expected to not only 
place high in each event, but also provide 
leadership for each and every member of 
the team.

Daniel Maor is a sophomore who 
was a significant contributor of the 2015-
16 season as a freshman. Maor has put in 

work in the offseason and is ready to be 
a top swimmer for the squad despite  
his young age. He has been 

s w i m -
ming on 
Hewlett 
S w i m 

Club 
since 

h e 
was f ive,  

giving him ten 
years of swim-

ming experience. His dominant stroke 
is freestyle but also swims breaststroke. 
Maor mainly participates in the 500, 200, 
or 100 freestyle. 

“Success comes only through con-
tinuous effort and struggles,” Maor said. 
Demonstrating his leadership and support 
among both his teammates and himself. 

The team has very high expecta-
tions this season, regardless of their 
competitive conference with highly 
skilled opponents. With key swimmers 
returning to the team from last year and 
skilled underclassmen, the team should 
perform very well this season and show 
major improvements as a group.

Art by Janna Bickoff    
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The Boys Are BAck on TrAck
by Logan Abolafia

With the winter sports’ season un-
derway, the Boys’ Winter Track team is 
training hard to prepare for their upcom-
ing campaign. To prepare, the seniors are 
encouraging the boys to run on their own 
time in addition to attending every day of 
practice in order to improve their times 
on their respective events. 

With the 
graduation of 
many power-
ful runners, the 
squad has many 
gaps that need 
to  be  f i l l ed . 
Seniors  Alec 
Krueger,  An-
drew Wiesner, 
Dan ie l  H i l s -
berg, Ben Ja-
cobs and Adam 
Jaffe are pre-
pared to take on 
this challenge 
and  lead  the 
team to  suc-
cess. The skills 
and experience 
of these seniors 
and upperclass-
men will surely 
lead the boys on the right track.

 In addition to the seniors, an 
abundance of underclassmen are expected 
to perform competitively to help lead the 
bulldogs to victory. Zach Gladstein ’18, 
Ariel Lamdan ’18, Kevin Collado ’18 
and Amory Solis ’18 are all experienced 
runners who contribute to the team’s suc-

cess. With the combination of experience, 
dedication and hard work from all the 
players, the team is destined for success.

If the boys want to hold a competi-
tive spot in their conference and county, 
commit personal time to improving indi-
vidually. This can be done through person-
al stamina training by taking a run around 
the neighborhood at different speeds to 

build stami-
na. The boys 
must also at-
tend practice 
e v e r y  d a y 
motivated to 
ga in  speed 
and  endur-
ance.

 W i t h 
a  d i f f i c u l t 
u p c o m i n g 
schedule, it 
i s  i m p e r a -
tive that the 
team works 
i t s  h a r d e s t 
d u r i n g  e v -
ery meet and 
practice ef-
f e c t i v e l y . 
If  the team 
h o p e s  t o 

reach a conference or county champion-
ship, it will be face various difficult oppo-
nents such as St. Anthony’s, Farmingdale 
and other big high schools. If the male 
atheletes combine their  hard work, de-
termination and dedication, nothing can 
stop the Boys’ Winter Track Team from 
attaining greatness this season.

cheering For cheer
by Mychael Schnell

Rain or shine, morning or night, the 
Hewlett cheerleaders are present at every 
varsity football and Boys’ Varsity Basketball 
game to cheer on the Bulldogs. This year, 
under the leadership of  Rosemarie Scalfani, 
the girls’ program is ready to achieve new 
heights. The girls have been practicing since 
late August at Hewlett Elementary every 
afternoon.

The first task on the squad’s agenda was 
the Fall Season, which consisted of sideline 
football routines, the Pep Rally routine and the 
homecoming half-
time performance. 
At every game, the 
girls  were outside 
cheering. In addi-
tion to sidelines 
routines, the team 
had to prepare for 
their much antici-
pated Pep Rally 
performance and 
Homecoming 
Game Halftime 
performance. 
For weeks, they 
practiced this 
two minute routine to perfection, including 
complicated tumbles, jumps and of course, 
stunts. During Pep Rally the girls performed 
flawlessly, leaving the crowd speechless. 
Unfortunately, due to weather conditions, the 
team was unable to perform their Homecom-
ing Game Halftime show.

“I was so proud of the girls during the 
fall season,” Scalfani said. “They were always 
on the sidelines cheering on the football game 
no matter the weather, and they were great in 
their Pepally performance,”

Bowling sTrikes AgAin
Currently, the girls are preparing for the 

highly anticipated Winter Season, where cap-
tains Lindsay Cohn ’17 and Natalie Geltman 
’18 will lead the team. As per tradition, the 
team will be at every home boy’s basketball 
game cheering on the team. In addition, they 
are preparing for a Halftime routine, showcas-
ing intricate jumps, stunts and tumbles.

If you thought that Hewlett Cheer only 
consisted of supporting the Bulldogs, then 
think again. For the second year in a row, the 
Hewlett Cheerleading squad is excited to an-
nounce that they will be participating in two 

local competitions 
this season.

C o n t r a r y 
to popular belief, 
cheer is  not an 
easy sport. It takes 
hard work and 
practice to perfect 
all of the routines. 
Also, the girls 
must be strong to 
repeatedly lift and 
throw their team-
mates in the air.
he girls must also 
trust each other 

and have team chemistry while performing. 
Cheer is a team sport, so it takes all the girls 
working together to perfect their routines.

“As a team, we really come together 
and work to accomplish the goal of placing 
high at competition,” Cohn said.

Do not forget to come and check out 
the cheerleaders when they are performing 
at basketball games or their competitions 
throughout this season. This is a monumental 
season for the girls, so be sure to support them 
in making Hewlett Cheer history.

by Andrew Schornstein
As the weather gets colder and it be-

comes difficult for teams to practice outdoors, 
there is one sport that will always persevere 
through outside conditions--bowling. The 
Hewlett Varsity Bowling Teams are back 
for another season, looking to improve on 
their 2015-16 campaigns. The boys and girls 
squads are comprised of a skilled group of 
students who are ready to “strike” out the 
competition. Led by a dedicated coaching staff 
and experienced seniors, the bowling teams 
are poised for success this season.

From the start, the Boys’ Bowling Team 
faced an immense obstacle--replacing Adam 
Glickman ’16, who proved to be a large asset 
on the team for the past four years. Glickman 
is now one of the top freshman bowlers at We-
ber University, which is known for its bowling 
program. Regardless of the loss of Glickman, 
this year’s bowlers are confident that they have 
the strength, skill and determination to fill the 
gaps and persevere on the road to victory.

Senior Captain Bryan Krinick has 
tremendous amounts of confidence in his 
team, predicting that the boys will improve 
from last season’s performance by clinching 
a top 3 placement at County Championships 
this year;

“I am so excited 
to see how this year 
plays out,” Krinick said. 
“These guys have a true 
passion for the game and 
I know that they have 
it in them to succeed. I 
have worked vigorously 
during the offseason to 
improve my game and 
I am looking forward to 
implementing my hard 

work to help us win.”
The boys kicked off their season with 

a victory against Seaford High School, later 
continuing on a winning streak by defeating 
Baldwin and Oceanside.

In addition to the boys, the Girls’ Bowl-
ing Team is already showing strength in the 
beginning of the season. Currently standing as 
second place in the conference, the girls came 
out victorious against Lynbrook, Freeport, 
Oceanside and Baldwin. With a strong group 
of skilled and dedicated bowlers, the girls are 
destined for success.

The team is led by seniors Natalie 
Bakis and Casie Mara. Bakis and Mara, who 
have bowled on the squad for two years, are 
determined to have a successful final season. 
Both Bakis and Mara are expected to have 
a large impact on the team both in and out 
of the bowling alley. In addition to the up-
perclassmen, eighth grader Sam Lipson and 
underclassmen Cristina Curra ’18 and Imogen 
Castro ’18 are expected to play integral roles 
on the team.

Be sure to catch the Girls’ and Boys’ 
Varsity Bowling Teams as they “strike” down 
their competition--it is certain they will not 
upset.

Spectrum/Alissa Feygis
 The Hewlett Boys’ Winter Track Team 
runs around the track in preparation for their 
upcoming season.

Flipping inTo The seAson
Jamie Krueger ’19 said. “We are definitely 
ready to spring into a season of wins and 
victory!”

The squad would not be complete 
without its strong set of underclassmen. 
Valerie Scherzinger ’18, Sarah Rodolitz ’19, 
Giovanna Gentile ’18, Nicole Aller ’18 and 
Krueger all hold unique roles on the team. 
The squad welcomed a promising influx of 

freshmen. Brianna Green-
berg ’20, Delasia Graham 
’20 and Liat Rosenthal 
’20 all joined the team 
with hopes of helping the 
Bulldogs win their com-
petitions.

“The season looks 
like it’s going to be a great 
one,” Greenberg said “ We 
will definitely have some 
wins this season and hope-
fully many seasons in the 
future as well. We train 
hard to compete.”

Even though the 
team is small, the girls be-
lieve this is to their advan-
tage. Coaches Bronstein 
and Skellington focus on 
all of the girls’ individual 

skills during weekday practice and training 
hours. The number of girls allow them to 
keep a close eye on the team’s improvement.

The team of 11 girls continues to be 
hopeful while the girls train hard this year 
for upcoming competitions. On Dec. 14, the 
girls have their season opener against the 
Great Neck North Blazers. Be sure to catch 
the Bulldogs as they “spring” about their op-
ponents and bring home the victory!

by Cristina Ciampone
As the sports season “flips” to winter, 

the Hewlett Varsity Gymnastics team is 
excited to embark on its 2016-17 campaign. 
The girls have been practicing at Woodmere 
Middle School tirelessly, learning new 
routines and practicing fundamental skills. 
Under the coaching staff of Sam Skellington 
and Nina Bronstein, the girls are in the right 
position to succeed this 
winter.

“We are looking 
forward to a strong and 
successful season,” 
Skellington said. “Our 
team may be small in 
numbers but we make 
us for it with our hard 
work and determina-
tion.”

In addition to 
Skellington and Rina, 
the team is led by 
captains Talia Malo-
ney ’18 and Maryliz 
O’Toole ’18. Maloney 
and O’Toole, both en-
tering into their third 
season, play integral 
roles on the team.

The squad has a strong roster of girls 
who are proficient in many areas of gym-
nastics. Maloney and Avani Lall ’18 are the 
leading gymnasts on the matt. Qualified in 
floor, bars, beam and vault, these two girls 
are large assets to the team. Hailey Schreiber 
’17 has also contributed to the team on the 
uneven bars and floor.

“We have been training very hard 
everyday to gain as much skill as possible,” 

Spectrum/Alissa Feygis
 The Hewlett Gymnastics 
Team prepares for their upcoming 
season.

Photo Contributions by Rosemarie Scalfani
 The Hewlett Cheerleading Team pos-
es for a picture.
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Photo by Scott McInnes
 Alyjah Hill ’19 goes up for a layup in an intense game against Long Beach High School.


